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THE  TWO  HUNDRED 
AND  SIXTY-SEVENTH 
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cAnnual  ^port 


OF  THE 


Receipts  and  Expenditures 


OF  THE 


Town  of  Topsfield,  Mass. 


JANUARY  1,  1917 

TO 

DECEMBER  31,  1917 


Report  of  ihe  Receipts  and 
Expenditures  of  the  Town 
of  Topsfield  /or  the  Year 
Ending  December  31,  1917 


IT  K  M   i'  H  K  S  S ,  W  A  K     1-11:1.1),      ASS.  \[ 


I 


©otutt  (§tCxtnB  191M91B 


Town  Clerk,  William  A.  Perkins 


Town  Treasurer,  W.  Pitman  Gould 


Selectmen 

William  B.  Poor,  1920  Hazen  R.  Wildes,  1919 

Andy  F.  Jackman,  1918 


Assessors 

Baxter  P.  Pike,  1920  Henry  B.  Williams,  1919 

Charles  J.  Peabody,  1918 


Overseers  of  the  Poor 
William  A.  Perkins,  1920  John  L.  Fiske,  1919 

George  F.  Averell,  1918 


School  Committee 
Arthur  H.  Gilmore,  1920  Thomas  L.  Jenkins,  1919 

James  D.  Phillips,  1918 


Constable,  George  A.  Gerry 


Road  Commissioners 
Ephraim  P.  Ferguson,  1920  Clarence  L.  Brown,  1919 

T.  Jesse  Fuller,  1918 


Trustees  of  Town  Library 
George  Francis  Dow,  1920  Charles  J.  Peabody,  1920 

Albert  M.  Dodge,  1919  Franklin  Balch,  1919 

Thomas  L.  Jenkins,  1918  W.  Pitman  Gould,  1918 


Commissioners  of  Trust  Funds 

Benjamin  B.  Towne,  1920  John  S.  Lawrence,  1919 

Thomas  W.  Peirce,  1918 


Town  Hall  Committee 
Wmiam  B,  Pooi%  1920  Hazen  R.  Wildes,  1919 

Andy  F.  Jackman,  1918 


Collector  op  Taxes,  John  L.  Fiske 


Auditor,  Albert  S.  Lane 


Tree  Warden,  Harry  P.  Lefavour 


Commissioners  of  Cemeteries 
Edward  E.  Ferguson,  1920  William  A.  Wildes,  1919 

J.  Porter  Gould,  1918 


State  Aid  Agent,  Benjamin  B.  Towne 


SUPERINTENDEJfT  OP  BURIALS 

Edv/ard  E.  Ferguson 


'UEYEYCK  OF  Lur.iBEE,  Hazen  R.  Wildes 


Mi-iASUREPt  OF  Wood  &  Bi^JiE,  Hazen  R.  Wildes 


Weighers  of  Coal 
Andy  F.  Jaekman    Isiah  Swindle       Everett  Carr       Horace  Lake 
Edward  B.  Woodbury 


Se.\ler  of  Y^eights  and  Measures,     .  Pitman  Gould 


Fence  Viewers 
Walter  G.  Lane  George  A.  Gerry 

John  W.  Fuller 


Field  Crivers 

William  S.  Andrews  Walter  G.  Lane 
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Pound  Keepeh,  Harlan  M.  Greaves 


Leroy  W.  Gleason 

John  W.  Dwinell 
George  A.  Gerry 


Fire  Wards 
T,  Jesse  Fuller 
Ralph  W.  Barker 
Harrison  C.  Ashley 


Harlan  M.  Greav«s 
Henry  Beck 
Eugene  M.  Dow 


Manuel  S.  Castle 


Forest  Warden,  T.  Jesse  Fuller 


Inspector  of  Animates,  Charles  J.  Peabody 


Slaughter  House  Inspector,  J.  Fremont  Perkins 


Trustees  for  the  Disbursement  of  the  Poor  Funds  Income 
illiam  A.  Perkins,  1920  John  L.  Fiske,  19j 

George  F.  Averell,  1918 


Town  Cierk^s  Report 


Births  recorded,  20:  Males,  10;  Females,  10. 
Marriage  certificates  issued,  6. 
Marriages  recorded,  5. 
Deaths  in  town,  16. 

Deaths  in  other  places,  interment  in  Topsfield,  10. 
Number  of  Dogs  licensed,  63:  Males,  57;  Females,  6. 
Hunter's  licenses  issued,  54. 

BIRTHS 

1917 

Jan.  20.  Marion  Louise  Pierce,  dau.  of  Harlan  and  Maud  (Ful- 
ler) Pierce. 

Feb.  1.  Maria  Grazia  D'Augustino,  dau.  of  Pasquale  and  Jo- 
hanna (D'Amore)  D'Augustino. 

Mar.  11.  Peter  Joseph  Kilhouley,  Jr.,  son  of  Peter  J.  and  Sarah 
F.  (McKeever)  Kilhouley. 

Apr.  10.  Annina  Marione,  dau.  of  Anthonie  and  Maria  (Di 
Meo)  Marione. 

Apr.  23.  Raymond  Curtis  Merrill,  son  of  Severance  G.  and  Lil- 
lian L.  (Curtis)  Merrill. 

May  11.  Lillian  Edna  Preston,  dau.  of  William  P.  and  Lillian 
E.  (Hooper)  Preston. 

June  2.  Antonio  Cotora,  son  of  Carmino  and  Savenia  (Mosia) 
Cotora. 

July  1.  Morris  Earle  Lake,  son  of  Benjamin  B.  and  Helen  M. 
(Brovm)  Lake. 

July  6.  Antonio  Ganzi,  son  of  David  and  Gesnalda  (Arpades- 
sa)  Ganzi. 

July     16.   ,  dau.  of  Charles  S.  and  Josephine  M. 

(Corey)  Duckworth. 
July     18.    Silia  De  Cotis,  dau.  of  John  and  Carmela  (Leone) 

De  Cotis. 

Aug.  10.  Filomena  Paglia,  dau.  of  Fedele  and  Santina  (Cocciar- 
di)  Paglia. 

Aug.  20.  Harriett  Anise  Maynard,  dau.  of  Charles  A.  and  H. 
Gladys  (Flanders)  Maynard. 
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Sept.    1.    Robert  Knight  Peirce,  son  of  Thomas  W.  and  Gabrielle 

M.  (Dexter)  Peirce. 
Sept.    2.   ,  dau.  of  Bertram  M.  and  Annetta  L.  Lin- 

duth)  Roberts. 

Dec.       2.    David  Cameron  Gerry,  son  of  George  A.  and  Helen  E. 

(Andrews)  Gerry. 
Dec.     21.    Catherine  Mercer,  dau.  of  James  and  Mabel  (Griffin) 

Mercer. 

Dec.     24.    Frank  Roberto,  son  of  Alphonso  B.  and  Grazia  (Pag- 
lia)  Roberto. 

BORN  IN  SALEM 

June     22.    George  Everett  Perkins,  son  of  Henry  C.  and  Evelyn 
E.  (Merrill)  Perkins. 

Aug.     23.    James  Franklin  McGregor,  son  of  James  F.  and  Annie 
T.   (McGott)  McGregor. 


MARRIAGES 

Chester  Livermore  Greene  (New  York  City),  son  of 
John  and  Harriet  (Ide)  Greene. 

Ann  Margaret  Collins  (Topsfield).  dau.  of  Michael 
and  Ellen  (Leari,-)  Collins.    (Married  in  Danvers). 

Sept.     16.    Joseph  Francis  Games  (Danvers),  son  of  Anthony  and 
Mary  (Carson)  Games. 

Ann  Maria  Collins  (Topsfield),  dau.  of  Richard  and 
Margaret  (McHugh)  Collins.    (Married  in  Danvers.) 

Oct     27.    Thomas  Pollock  (Salem),  son  of  Da^id  M.  and  Isabelle 
(Gordon)  Pollock. 

Sarah  Gertrude  Anderson  (Topsfield),  dau.  of  John 
and  Ann  (Durgin)  Anderson.    (Married  in  Danvers.) 

Nov.       8.    John  J.  Jackman  (Topsfield),  son  of  Charles  V.  and 
Mary  (Underwood)  Jackman. 

Lena  Mabel  Walsh  (Topsfield),  dau.  of  William  H.  and 
Margaret  (Cullinane)  Walsh.    (Married  in  Boxford.) 

Dec      10.    E.  Brooks  Edwards  (Topsfield),  son  of  Benjamin  P. 
and  Mary  E.  (Pierce)  Edwards. 

Grace  M.  Xeedham  (Littleton,  Mass.)  dau.  of  Osman 
and  Inez  (Drew)  Needham.    (Married  in  Littleton.) 


1917 
Apr.  30. 


DEATHS 

1917 

Jan.  3.  Sarah  P.,  widow  of  Jacob  A.  Towne  and  dau.  of  John 
P.  and  Esther  (Perkins)  Peabody,  aged  87  yrs.,  9  mos., 
4  dys. 

Jan.  8.  Lewis  A.  Chapman,  son  of  Amos  S.  and  Eliza  A.  (Per- 
kins) Chapman.   Aged  68  yrs.,  5  mos.,  15  dys. 

Jan.  24.  William  B.  Clerk^  son  of  George  and  Mary  (Bermner) 
Clerk.   Aged  63  yrs.,  5  mos.,  16  dys. 

Feb.  7.  Lenora,  widow  of  Samuel  Lincoln,  and  dau.  of  George 
and  Mary  (Pike)  Severance.  Aged  91  yrs.,  11  mos., 
17  dys. 

Mar.      4.    Hattie  Hayden,  v/idow  of  Lewis  H.  Harris,  and  dau. 

of  Nelson  and  Mary  (Stiles)  Hayden.  Aged  58  yrs., 
3  mos.,  3  dys. 

Mar.  28.  Edwin  Adams,  son  of  Thomas  J.  and  Livea  (Stone) 
Adams.    Aged  87  yrs.,  8  mos, 

Apr.  20.  Cora  P.,  wife  of  Fred  M.  Williams  and  dau.  of  Cyrus 
A.  and  Eliza  A.  (Welch)  Kneeland.  Aged  49  yrs., 
8  mos.,  15  dys. 

Apr.     27.    Martha  Cummings,  wife  of  Norman  McLeod,  and  dau. 

of  Alfred  and  Salome  (Helsh)  Cummings.  Aged  65 
yrs.,  28  dys. 

May  1.  James  W.  Goldthwaite,  son  of  Dennison  V/.  and  Adeline 
(Wiggins)  Goldthwaite.   Aged  77  yrs.,  7  mos.,  28  dys. 

June  4.  Rebecca  H.  Cole,  dau.  of  Isiah  and  Sarah  (Mayo)  Cole. 
Aged  79  yrs.,  7  mos.,  28  dys. 

July  4.  Grace  M.,  wife  of  Wayland  E.  Burnham  and  dau.  of 
Hiram  and  Mary  (Murphy)  Clay.   Aged  23  yrs. 

July  11.  Benjamin  H.  Woodsum,  son  of  Rufus  and  Caroline 
(Clark)  Woodsum.    Aged  59  yrs.,  9  mos.,  7  dys. 

July  12.  Mary  Anderson,  dau.  of  John  W.  and  Nancy  (Durgin) 
Anderson.    Aged  46  yrs. 

Sept.  23.  Josephine,  widow  of  Austin  Lake,  and  dau.  of  Albert 
and  Hannah  (Hayward)  Perley.  Aged  73  yrs.,  8 
mos.,  26  dys. 

Oct.  IG.  William  Edward  Willett,  son  of  (unknown).  Aged 
84  yrs. 

Nov.      14.    Ann,  v/idow  of  John  Anderson,  and  dau.  of  John  and 
Mary  (Connors)  Durgin.    Aged  67  years. 
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DEATHS  IN  OTHER  PLACES— INTERMENT  IN  TOPSFIELD 
1916 

Dec.      24.    Fred  Jewel  Wolfe,  died  in  Everett,  Mass.,  age  3  dys. 
1917 

Jan.     28.    Rodney  Perkins,  died  in  Boston,  Mass.,  8  yrs.,  10  mos. 

Feb.     20.    A.  Adelaide  Rea,  died  in  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  aged  67  yrs. 

Mar.     31.    Viola  L.  Striley,  died  in  Danvers,  Mass.,  aged  24  yrs., 
1  mos.,  31  dys. 

Apr.      7.    Victor  R.  Abbott,  died  in  Peabody,  Mass.,  aged  . 

Apr.     11.    Sarah  F.  Kulloch,  died  in  Georgetown,  aged  74  yrs. 

Apr.    27.    Thomas  P.  Monday,  died  in  Somerville,  aged  52  jts., 
10  mos.,  8  dys. 

Aug.      2.    Mary  R.  H.  Emerson,  died  in  New  York  City,  aged 
62  yrs.,  3  mos.,  26  dys. 

Aug.     12.    Joseph  H.  Lovett,  died  in  West  Ossipee,  N.  H.,  aged 
73  yrs.,  llmos.,  14  dys. 

Dec.       7.    Sarah  Ball  Dinsmore,  died  in  Lynn,  Mass.,  aged  78 
yrs.,  5  mos.,  14  dys. 


1) 


Anniial  Town  Meeting 

MARCH  5,  1917 


The  several  Articles  in  the  warrant  for  the  meeting  and  the  action 
of  the  Town  thereon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Duncan  Phillips,  seconded  by  Mr.  Arthur 
H.  Wellman,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted  and  a  committee 
of  three  appointed,  consisting  of  Mr.  J.  Duncan  Phillips,  Mr.  Arthur 
H.  Weliman  and  Mr.  Henry  F.  Long,  to  transmit  them  with  an  ap- 
propriate letter  to  the  President,  the  two  Senators  from  Massachu- 
setts, the  Congressmen  of  this  district  and  to  the  Senator  and  Rep- 
resentative of  this  District  in  the  Massachusetts  Legislature. 

As  the  descendants  and  successors  of  the  men  of  one  of  the 
groups  of  little  communities  surrounding  Salem  Bay,  which,  during 
the  Revolutionary  War,  and  the  early  days  of  the  Republic,  sent 
out  innumerable  armed  ships  to  defend  American  rights  on  the 
high  seas,  it  is  hereby: — 

Resolved:  that  we,  the  citizens  of  Topsfield,  indorse  the  action 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  dismissing  the  German 
Ambassador. 

Resolved:  that  we  urge  the  immediate  calling  of  an  extra  ses- 
sion of  Congress  and  the  use  of  the  full  power  of  the  nation  in  de- 
fense of  America,  American  lives  and  American  honor  on  the  high 
seas. 

Resolved:  that  we  pledge  our  loyalty  and  support  to  the  Presi- 
dent for  this  purpose. 

The  following  amendment  was  offered  by  the  Commissioners 
of  Trust  Funds. 

The  Commissioners  have  been  requested  by  the  heirs  of  the  es- 
tate of  Moses  Wildes,  to  show  in  separate  account,  the  condition 
of  the  Moses  V/ildes  Library  Fund.  The  clause  in  the  Moses 
Wildes  will  is  as  follows: 

I  give  to  the  town  of  Topsfield  in  said  county,  five  thousand 
dollars,  and  direct  that  the  same  shall  be  invested  as  a  permanent 
fund,  and  the  interest  accruing  therefrom  shall  be  used  annually 
for  replenishing  the  Topsfield  Library,  except  that  if  at  any  time, 
the  principal  shall  be  impaired  by  unsound  investments  or  in  any 
other  way,  the  interest  shall  be  added  to  the  balance  of  the  principal 
until  the  same  is  restored  to  the  orig^inal  amount. 
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In  order  to  carry  out  the  instructions  in  the  above  clause,  the 
funds  of  the  Moses  Wildes  trust  should  be  separted  from  the  other 
library  funds,  but  inasmuch  as.  the  funds  of  this  trust  had  been 
merged  v/ith  the  other  library  funds,  before  your  board  of  Trust 
Fund  Commissioners  was  created,  it  has  not  felt  called  upon  to  as- 
sume the  responsibility  of  separating  the  investments  without  sub- 
mitting the  matter  to  the  town  and  obtaining  its  approval. 

In  order  to  bring  this  matter  before  the  town,  the  following 
motion  is  made: 

Moved,  that  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  of  Trust  Funds 
be  amended  by  striking  out  all  under  the  heading  of  "Town  Library 
Funds"  at  the  bottom  of  page  29,  and  at  the  top  of  page  30,  all  un- 
der the  heading  of  "Invested"  as  printed  in  the  Town  Report  for 
the  year  1916,  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  following: 

GENERAL  LIBRARY  FUNDS 

Sidney  A.  Merriam,  donation  general  use  for  library       $  1,000. 
Albert  A.  Conant,  et  als,  subscription,  general  use  for  library 

1031. 

Daniel  Porter  Galloupe,  willed  3022.07 
Sarah  S.  Edwards,  v/illed  500. 
Justin  Allen,  willed  1,000. 


$6,553.07 


Proportion  of  Increase  in  principal 

$126.01    X    6553.07  71.50 


11,553.07  6,624.57 
INVESTED 

9  shares  American  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Co.  $1,225.12 
$2,000  bonds  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Qunicy 

(111.  Div.)  R.  R.  Co.,  4%  due  1921  1,950 
$3,000  bonds  Omaha,  Nebraska  Sewer, 

4%  due  1935  3,058.50 
Mortgage  on  Real  Estate,  Topsfield  500. 


$6,733.62 


Deduct 

Due  to  David  Cummings  Fund  for 

Poor  $95.49 

Due  to  Moses  Wildes  Library  Fund  13.56       109.05  $6,624.57 
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MOSES  WILDES  LIBRARY  FUND 


Received  June,  1890  $5,000. 
Proportion  of  increase  in  pricipal 

$126.01    X    5000.00  54.56 


$11,553.07    $5,054.56  $5,054.56 
INVESTED 


$1,000  bond  East  Middlesex  St.  R.  R.,  due 

1922,  4%  $1,025. 

$2,000  bond,  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy 

(111.  Div.)  R.  R.  Co.,  4%,  due  1921  1,950. 

$2,000  bond  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy 

due  1935  2,039. 

Danvers  Savings  Bank  27. 


$5,041. 

Due  from  General  Library  Funds  13.56  $5,054.56 


The  above  amendment  to  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Trust  Funds  was  accepted. 

The  following  amendment  was  offered  to  the  Assessors*  report: 

Moved  that  the  report  of  the  Assessors  on  page  6  of  the  Town 
Report  be  amended  by  striking  out  the  following: 

Value  of  assessed  Personal  Property,  $3,390,304.77;  and  insert- 
ing in  place  thereof  the  following: 

Value  of  assessed  Personal  Property,  $3,419,235.94; 

And  by  striking  out  the  following:  Total  Valuation,  $5,177,- 
985.77,  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  following:  Total  Valua- 
tion, $5,206,916.94; 

And  by  striking  out  the  following.  Total  Tax,  $40,431.42,  and 
inserting  in  place  thereof  the  follov/ing:  Total  Tax,  $40,093.26. 
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Explanation 


$  5^06,916.94 
7.70 

36444818580 
36444818580 

$40,093.2604380 
TAX  COLLECTOR,  Page  77 

Tax  warrant  for  collection,  1916    $39,879.46 

December  Assessment   213.80 

$40,093.26 

Adding  to  Personal  Property,  $28j931.i7  presumably  December 
Assessment. 

The  above  amendment  to  the  Assessors'  report  was  accepted. 

Selectmen's  report  accepted. 

Road  Commissioner's  report  accepted. 

Report  of  Library  Trustees  accepted. 

Report  of  Inspector  of  Animals  accepted. 

The  following  amendment  was  offered  to  the  report  of  Trust 
Funds  for  the  Poor,  bottom  of  Page  59,  To\vn  Report,  1916 : 

ANNAH  PINGREE  FUND  FOR  THE  POOR 
Dr. 

Balance  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1916   $  35.71 

Interest  credited  to  Dec.  30,  1916   170.00  $205.71 

Cr. 

Aid  to  18  families  5\nd  individuals   $  65.00 

Sal.  on  hand  Dec.  30,  1916   140.71  $205.71 


The  following  amendment  was  offered  to  the  Cemetery  Funds, 
found  at  bottom  of  page  56,  Town  Report,  1916. 

Record  of  Cemetery  Lot  Funds  to  year  ending  December  30, 
l91G,  on  next  page,  v/hich  was  accepted. 
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DAVID  CUMMINGS  FUND  FOR  THE  POOR 
Dr. 


The  above  amendment  to  report  of  Trust  Funds  for  the  Poor 
was  accepted. 

The  report  of  the  Memorial  Day  Committee  accepted. 

The  report  of  Deborah  Kimball  Fund  accepted. 

The  report  of  School  Committee  &  Supt.  of  Schools  accepted. 

The  report  of  Tax  Collector  accepted. 

The  report  of  Town  Treasurer  laid  on  table  in  order  that  a 
supplementary  report  may  be  prepared,  and  taken  up  at  a  subse- 
quent meeting. 

Report  of  Auditor  laid  on  table. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Henry  F.  Lon^  that  the  accounts  as  shown  in 
the  town  report,  apparently  overdra^;m  by  the  Selectmen  during 
the  year  1916,  be  approved  and  that  the  drafts  thus  made  on  the 
town  treasury  be  and  are  hereby  ratified. 

Amended  by  Mr.  John  S.  Lawrence  that  this  matter  be  left 
with  the  Finance  Committee  for  action. 

Voted  as  amended. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Henry  F.  Long,  it  was  voted  to  lay  article 
1  on  the  table  to  be  brought  up  at  some  future  meeting. 
Art.  2.    The  following  list  of  jurors  was  accepted: 


H.  B.  Williams,  merchant 
Fred  W.  Deering,  farmer 
Eugene  M.  Dow,  carpenter 
John  L.  Fiske,  merchant 
Justin  H.  Welch,  carpenter 
Harrison  C.  Ashley,  mechanic 
E.  Everett  Ferguson,  merchant 
Baxter  P.  Pike,  farmer 
Allen  I.  Fogg,  farmer 
George  W.  Burnham 
George  E.  Clarke 
John  W.  Dwinell 
Charles  F.  Jordan 


Balance  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1916 
Interest  credited  to  Dec.  30,  1916 


$  72.67 
164.34 


$237.01 


Cr. 

Aid  to  18  families  and  individuals 
Balance  on  hand  Dec.  30,  1916 


$  65.21 
171.80 


$237.01 
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Art.  4.  Moved  by  Mr.  Arthur  H.  Wellman  that  the  following  ae 
recommended  by  the  Finance  Committee,  be  accepted: 

That  the  Town  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen, 
be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  borrow  to  an  amount  not  to  exceed 
$20,000  in  anticipation  of  the  revenues  of  the  financial  year  end- 
ing December  31,  1917,  and  to  issue  a  note  or  notes  therefor,  pay- 
able within  one  year  from  the  date  thereof;  any  debt  or  debts  in- 
curred under  this  vote  to  be  paid  fi'om  the  revenue  of  the  financial 
year  ending  Dec.  31st,  1917. 

Voted. 

Art.  7.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  in  the  matter  of  a 
proper  observance  of  Memorial  Day  and  to  appropriate  money 
for  the  same. 

$1^50.00  was  appropriated. 

Article  8.  To  see  if  the  town  will  take  any  action  in  the  matter 
of  painting  the  Town  Hall  and  appropriating  money  therefor. 

Voted  to  pass  over. 

Art.  9.  To  see  v/hat  action  the  town  vAW  take  in  the  matter  of 
street  li^'hts  and  to  appropriate  money  for  the  same. 

The  sum  of  $1575  as  recommended  by  the  Finance  Committee 
was  appropriated. 

Art.  10.  To  see  if  the  tov/n  will  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  te 
be  expended  in  connection  with  an  appropriation  by  the  Massa- 
clmsetts  Higliway  Commission  on  the  Newburyport  Turnpike, 

The  sum  of  $500,00  v;as  appropriated. 

Art.  11.  To  Gee  v/Iiat  action  the  towii  will  take  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  the  illegal  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  the 
tovm  and  appropriate  money  therefor. 

The  fium  of  .$100.00  was  appropriated. 

Art.  12.  To  see  if  the  tovm  v/iil  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for 
concreting  sidewalks  and  to  pass  any  vote  or  votes  in  relation 
there  t-o. 

Moved  by  Mr.  II.  F.  Long  that  this  article  be  laid  on  the  table 
and  when  this  meeting  adjourns,  it  shall  adjourn  to  Monday  ev- 
ening, at  8  o'clock  P.  M.  Amended  by  Mr.  J.  D.  Phillips  that  it 
adjouni  to  Saturday  evening,  March  10th,  at  8  o'clock  P.  M. 

Voted  as  amended. 
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At  eleven  o'clock,  the  polls  were  declared  open  for  voting  and 
tlicy  were  kept  open  until  three  o'clock,  when  they  were  declared 
closed. 

Ballot  clerks  v/ere  sworn  as  follows:  William  H.  Wildes,  Harris 
L.  Hood. 

Tellers :  T.  Edwin  Elliott,  Patrick  F.  Collins. 

The  total  number  of  ballots  cast  as  indicated  by  the  ballot  box 
wa3  one  hundred  and  sixty-four,  which  agi*eed  with  count  of  ballot 
clerks  and  tellers.  Of  this  number,  twelve  were  the  votes  of 
women  for  school  committee  only,  which  were  sorted,  counted  and 
declaration  thereof  made  in  open  town  meeting^  as  follows:  (Those 
marked  with  an  [*]  elected.) 


Moderator,  1  year 
Baxter  P.  Pike,  12-5* 

Town  Clerk,  three  years 
William  A.  Perkins,  132* 

Town  Treasurer 

W.  Pitman  Gould,  133- 

Selectman 

Harlan  M.  Greaves,  25 
William  B.  Poor,  115- 
James  D.  Phillips,  1 

Assessor 

Baxter  P.  Pike,  129* 

0\T:RSEEr.S  OF  TTIE  POOn  ' 

William  A.  Perkins,  132* 

School  CordMiTTEE 
Franklin  B&]ch,  62 
Arthur  H.  Gilmore,  94* 

Constable 

George  A.  Gerry,  125* 
William  H.  Wildes,  1 

Trustees  of  the  Town  Library 
Georp'e  Francis  Dow,  105* 
Charles  J.  Peabody,  100* 

Auditor 

Clarence  H.  Kneeland,  57 
Albert  S.  Lane,  84* 

Tax  Collector 

John  L.  Fiske,  129* 


Teee  WardExN' 

Benjamin  B.  Lake,  G4 
Harry  A.  Lefavonr,  83* 

Cemetery  Com m issioners 
Edv^ard  E.  Ferguson,  86* 
William  G.  Lake,  51 

SUPEIilNTENBENT  OF  BURIALS 

Edward  E.  Ferguson,  108* 

Cor.IMISSIONER  OF  TRUST  FUNDS 

Benjamin  B.  TovvTie,  126* 

Eg  AD   Co  M IVII SSIO  NEPc 

Ephraim  P.  Fer^ison,  77* 
Allen  L  Fogs%  27 
Mclvin  W.  Smeragc,  46 

SUR^TJ!YOR  OF  LUMBER 

B.3zeu  R.  Wildes,  5* 

r.lE  ^suKF.?.  OF  Wood  &  Bark 
Hazen  R.  Wildes,  4* 

Fence  Viewers  ; 

Walter  G.  Lane,  3* 

George  A.  Gerry,  2* 

John  W.  Fuller,  2* 
FiEiiD  Driver 

William  S.  Andrews,  2* 

Walter  G.  Lane,  2* 
Pound-Keeper 

Harlan  M.  Greaves,  19* 
License  Question 

Yes  23  No  82 
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ADJOURNED  MEETING,  MARCH  10,  1917 


Art.  1.    To  hear  all  reports  that  may  legally  come  before  the  meet- 
ing and  act  thereon. 

Voted  to  take  up. 

On  motion  of  George  Francis  Dow,  the  report  of  the  Finance 
Committee  was  taken  from  the  table  and  it  was  voted  to  accept  the 
same. 

The  Finance  Committee  reported  no  progress  on  articles  re- 
ferred to  them  at  last  meeting. 

Voted  not  to  take  the  Auditor's  report  from  the  table. 

Voted  that  Treasurer's  report  remain  on  the  table. 

Mr.  James  D.  Phillips  reported  that  the  committee  on  Resolu- 
tions had  performed  the  duty  for  which  they  were  appointed  at  the 
last  meeting. 


Art.  5.  Appropriations. 


Recommended  by 

Finance  Com. 

Appropriated 

Highways 

$5000. 

$5000. 

Oiling 

2000. 

2000. 

Schools 

8500. 

9000. 

and  receipts 

and  receipts 

for  tuition 

for  tuition 

Interest 

150. 

500. 

and  interest  on 

and  interest  on 

Bank  Bal. 

Bank  Bal. 

Police 

200. 

200. 

Soldiers'  Relief 

100. 

100. 

Slaughter  House  Inspection 

156. 

156. 

Health  Department 

100. 

100. 

Fire  Protection 

300. 

300. 

Inspection  of  Animals 

75. 

75. 

Common 

200. 

200. 

Cemeteries 

300. 

300. 

Town  Hall 

600. 

600. 

Moth 

1715.23 

1715.26 

On  motion  of  Mr.  James  D.  Phillips,  it  was  voted  that  a  com- 
mittee of  three  be  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Representative  from 
this  district  to  see  if  the  moth  tax  cannot  be  reduced. 
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FURTHER  APPROPRIATIONS 
Recommended 


Appropriated 
$300. 
100. 


Printing 
Elections 

Officers'  Expenses 
Insurance 
Officers'  Salaries 
Tree  Warden 
Bonds 

Reserve  Fund 

State  Aid 

Poor  Department 


$300. 

100. 

150. 

600. 

788. 
75. 

225. 
1000. 

600. 
1000. 


650. 

788. 
75. 

225. 
1000. 

600. 
1000. 


150. 


Mr.  A.  F.  Jackman  moved  that  Article  9  be  taken  up  in  order 
to  consider  petition  of  Susan  J.  Averill  and  others  for  a  street 
light  on  Central  street.  The  sense  of  the  meeting  being  in  favor 
of  referring  the  matter  to  the  Finance  Committee,  Mr.  Jackman  so 
amended  his  motion,  which  was  voted. 

On  motion  of  Franklin  Balch,  Article  seven  was  again  referred 
to,  and  the  following  committee  was  appointed  for  Memorial  Day: 
George  F.  Averill,  William  H.  Wildes,  Leone  P.  Welch,  Benjamin 
B.  Towe  and  Elbridge  H.  Gilford. 

Moved  by  George  Francis  Dow  that  Article  12  be  taken  from 
the  table. 

Voted,  that  no  money  be  appropriated  for  concrete  sidewalks. 

Art.  13.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  on  the  question  of 
printing  each  year  in  the  annual  town  report,  the  individual 
names  and  amounts  due  from  those  who  have  failed  to  pay  the 
taxes  levied  upon  them  by  the  town  and  to  pass  any  vote  or 
votes  in  relation  thereto. 
Voted  to  take  no  action. 

Art.  14.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  in  relation  to  the 
erection  of  a  new  school  house,  to  act  on  the  special  report  of 
the  School  Committee  if  one  is  laid  before  the  meeting  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  suggestion  of  the  town  at  the  last  annual 
town  meeting,  in  accepting  the  School  Committee's  yearly  re- 
port in  regard  to  a  new  school  house.  To  consider  the  advisa- 
bility of  the  erection  of  a  new  school  house,  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee if  necessary,  to  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the 
purpose,  or  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  working  plans  and 
specifications,  or  for  any  other  purpose  in  relation  to  the  erec- 
tion of  a  new  school  house.  To  pass  any  vote  or  votes  in  re- 
lation thereto. 
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Moved,  that  a  committee  consisting  of  the  School  Committee, 
the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  the  chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Assessors,  chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  and  the  Tax  Col- 
lector, be  appointed  to  consider  the  matter  fully,  to  secure  plans 

and  specifications  if  possible,  and  to  report  to  the  town  their  find- 
ing' on  or  before  the  annual  town  meeting  in  the  year  1918.  Amend- 
ed by  James  D.  Phillips,  that  the  words  "to  secure  plans  and  sp«ci- 
Hcations  if  possible"  be  stricken  out. 

Voted  as  amended. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Franklin  Balch  that  School  Committee  be  or- 
dered to  investigate  the  possibility  of  providing  education  for  our 
higher  grades  in  another  town  and  report  the  feasibility  of  the  plan 
to  the  town  with  recommendations  on  or  before  May  15,  1917. 

Voted. 

Referring-  back  to  Article  5,  Mr.  A.  F.  Jackman  moved  that 
$-100.00  be  appropri.^.ted  to  pay  bill  incurred  in  protecting  the  rights 
of  the  toVi'n  in  relation  to  the  deed  given  by  the  Congregational 
Parish  tx)  the  Congregational  Church. 

Mr.  A.  H.  ¥f'eilman,  of  the  opinion  such  action  was  unnecessary, 
as  money  v/as  appropriated  for  this  specific  purpose  at  the  ad- 
journed inteLing  !iarch,  1012. 

Mr.  Jackman  Yv'ithdrev/  his  motion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  T.  W.  Peirce.  the  Finance  Committee  was  in- 
structed! to  consider  the  pre:-;ent  sj'^stem  of  bookkeeping',  and  report 
at  a  futore  m-reting,  tb.e  advisability  of  installing  a  new  one. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  A.  H.  Wellman,  the  following  suggestions  by 
the  Finance  Ccmmitlce  were  adopted: 

III  order  that  appropriations  may  be  spent  in  accordance  with 
the  vote  of  the  town,  and  that  the  town  m&y  receive  a  full  equiva- 
lent in  each  case,  it  is  recomm-endcd  that  each  department  lay  out 
its  work  for  the  year,  so  as  to  have  a  definite  plan  along  which  to 
work. 

The  committee  further  recommends  that  either  separate  articles 
be  infrei*ted  in  the  warrant  for  each  appi-opriation,  or  if  appropri- 
ations are  made  under  a  general  article,  the  article  should  speci- 
fy the  vaious  purposes  for  which  appropriations  are  to  be  made. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  9.25  P.  M. 
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SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING,  MAY  12,  1917 

Art.  1.  To  hear  all  reports  that  may  legally  come  before  the  meet- 
ing. 

Dr.  Thomas  L.  Jenkins  reported  unfavorably,  on  the  matter 
of  pix)vidirig'  education  for  the  higher  gi*ade  pupils  in  other  towns^ 
and  it  was  moved  and  voted  to  lay  the  report  on  the  table  until 
the  articles  to  which  it  referred,  could  be  taken  up. 

Art  2.    To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  discontinue  our  High  School 
Sbt  the  close  of  the  present  school  year. 
Voted  not  to  discontinue. 

Art.  3.    To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  school  commit- 
tee  to  co-operate  with  the  committee  of  some  other  town  or 
eity  in  providing  education  for  our  higher  grade  pupils  and 
appropriate  money  therefor. 
Voted  to  pass  over. 

Art.  4.  To  see  if  the  town  v/ill  vote  to  appropriate  money  to  pay 
tuition  and  transportation  exi>enses  to  any  pupils  who  ma.y 
attend  a  High  School  in  another  town. 

Voted,  not  to  pay  tuition  or  transportation  to  any  pupils  at- 
tending High  Schools  out  of  town. 

Art.  5.    To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  in  the  mrdter  of 
appropriating  a  smn  of  money  for  the  construction  of  concrete 
sidev/alks  and  to  pass  any  vote  or  votes  in  relation  thereto. 
No  money  appropriated. 

Art.  6.  To  see  what  action  the  tov.ni  v/iil  take  in  the  matter  of 
accepting  any  or  all  of  the  provisions  of  Chapter  13  of  the 
General  Acts  of  the  year  1916  entitled  "An  act  relative  to  the 
auditing  of  Town  Accounts."  To  appropriate  money  or  to  pass 
any  vote  or  votes  in  relation  thereto. 

Recommended  by  Finance  Committee  that  the  town  vote  to  pe- 
tition the  director  of  the  Bureau  of  Statistics  for  an  audit  of  its 
accounts  and  for  an  installation  of  a  system  of  accounts  approved 
by  said  director. 

^^oted  as  recommended. 

Art.  7.    To  see  if  the  town  wil  authorize  the  Finance  Committee 
to  employ  an  expert  accountant  to  examine  the  town  accounts 
and  to  make  recommendations  as  to  methods  of  bookkejeping 
and  appropriate  money  for  the  same. 
Voted  to  pass  over. 
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Art.  8.    To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for 
equipping  the  Town  Constabulary  with  firearms,  police  clubs 
and  badges. 
Voted  to  pass  over. 

Art.  9.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  discontinue  that  portion  of 
a  town  way  known  as  East  street,  between  its  junction  with 
Camp  Meeting  Road,  near  the  garage  of  Mr.  John  S.  Lawrence, 
and  its  junction  with  Wildes  street,  near  the  residence  formerly 
of  Miss  S.  Amanda  Foster. 
Voted  to  pass  over. 

Art.  10.    To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for 
necessary  repairs  on  the  Town  Hall. 
$675.00  appropriated. 

School  Committee  report  taken  from  the  table  and  accepted. 


SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING,  SEPTEMBER  17,  1917 

Art.  1.    To  hear  all  reports  that  may  legally  come  before  the  meet- 
ing and  act  thereon. 
No  reports  submitted. 

Art.  2.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  appropriate  from  the  free 
cash  on  hand  the  sum  of  $2,800  to  be  used  by  the  assessors  in 
providing  for  the  appropriations  made  for  the  several  depart- 
ments and  accounts  for  the  year  1917 ;  or  to  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

On  recommendation  of  the  Finance  Committee,  $2800  was  ap- 
propriated. 

Art.  3.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  appropriate  from  the  free 
cash  on  hand  the  sum  of  $400.00  for  the  support  of  the  schools, 
or  to  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

On  recommendation  of  the  Finance  Committee,  $400.00  was 
appropriated. 

Art.  4.    To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  appropriate  from  the  free 
cash  on  hand  the  sum  of  $200.00  for  the  Town  Hall  Depart- 
ment, or  to  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 
On  recommendation  of  the  Finance  Committee,  $200.00  v/as 

appropriated. 

Art.  5.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  rescind  the  appropriation 
of  $1715.23  for  moth  suppression,  made  at  the  last  annual  town 
meeting. 

Voted  to  rescind. 
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Art.  6.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  permit  the  use  of  the  Town 
Hail,  without  charge,  as  a  drill  hall  by  Co.  H,  Mass.  State 
Guard,  during  the  period  of  its  enlistment,  or  to  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

Recommended  by  Finance  Committee  that  the  Selectmen  be 
instructed  to  allow  Co.  H,  Mass.  State  Guard,  the  use  of  the  Town 
Hall  for  the  purpose  of  an  armory,  under  such  terms  and  conditions 
as  may  seem  desirable  and  to  make  claim,  in  behalf  of  the  town, 
for  compensation  for  the  use  of  the  Hall  from  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts,  in  accordance  with  provisions  of  law. 

Voted. 
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Selectmen's  Report 


The  Board  of  Selectmen  herewith  respectfully  submit  their 
annual  report  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1917. 

The  special  apropriations  for  the  Hall  will  show  a  good  balance. 
The  roof  was  repaired  and  new  gutters  put  on  and  painted  where 
needed.    There  is  still  some  more  work  to  be  done  to  finish  up. 

The  to^Ti  made  a  contract  with  the  State  Highv/ay  Commission 
for  the  improvement  of  Haverhill  street,  the  town  putting  in  $500 
and  the  state  the  same.  This  money  v/as  taken  out  of  the  reserve 
fund  with  the  authority  of  the  Finance  Committee. 

Owing  to  the  very  cold  v/eather  coming  so  early,  the  contract 
was  not  finished  last  fall.  It  v/ill  be  a  great  improveitient  when 
done. 

The  flag  staff  on  the  common  should  be  looked  over  by  expert 
and  the  needed  repairs  done  to  preserve  it. 

Board  of  Health 
We  are  glad  to  report  that  the  tov/n  has  been  free  of  any  con- 
tagious d'lsease  the  past  year.  At  the  time  the  Boxford  Camp  v>'as 
used  so  extensively,  we  placed  a  trafnc  officer  for  several  Sundays 
on  the  comer  of  Main  and  Central  streets,  by  so  doing  reducing 
the  danger  on  a  very  bad  corner. 

Street  Lights 

We  believe  at  this  time  that  the  street  lights  should  be  discon- 
tinued until  fuel  and  conditions  generally  are  greatly  impi*oved. 
The  past  year  we  have  received  no  complaints  in  regard  to  the 
illegal  sale  of  liquor  and  have  been  at  no  expense. 

We  v/ish  to  express  our  appreciation  and  thanks  to  Mr.  Thomas 
E.  Proctor,  for  the  flag  and  staff  he  gave  the  town  for  the  hail. 

On  the  following  pages,  you  will  find  the  report  of  the  State 
Auditor  employed  by  a  vote  of  the  tovvrn  to  audit  the  town  accounts 
and  install  an  improved  system  of  accounting. 

Andy  F.  Jackman, 
William  B.  Poor, 
Hazen  R.  Wildes, 

Selectmen  of  Topsfieid. 
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Report  of  State  Aeditor 


September  10,  1917. 

To  the  Board  of  Selectmen, 

Mr.  Andy  F.  Jackman,  Chairman, 
Topsfield,  Massachusetts. 

Gentlemen: — I  submit  herev.ith  my  report  of  an  audit  of  tlie 
accounts  of  the  town  of  Topsfield  and  the  installation  of  an  ac- 
counting' system,  made  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Chapter 
598  of  the  Acts  of  1910  and  amendments  thereto,  and  a  vote  of 
the  town.  This  report  is  in  tiie  foim  of  a  report  made  to  me  by 
Mr.  Edward  H.  Fenton,  Chief  Accountant  of  this  Bureau,  who 
was  placed  in  charge  of  the  work. 

The  system  of  accounts  installed  is  desig-ned  to  meet  the  needs 
of  the  municipality  by  furnishing  the  town  officers  and  the  public 
with  daui,  in  a  classified  form,  which  admit  of  comparison  between 
financial  transactions  of  the  to\\'n  of  Topsfield  and  other  towns  in 
the  Commonwealth  where  a  modeni  system  of  accounting-  has  been 
insttilled. 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  proper  classification  of  expenditures, 
appropriations  should  be  made  along  functional  lines.  It  is  neces- 
sary to  have  functional  costs  in  order  to  be  able  to  judge  of  the 
elficiency  or  inefficiency  of  the  town  officials. 

The  primary  object  of  a  system  of  accounts  is  to  insure  a  more 
efncient  expenditure  of  public  money.  The  several  books  and  forms 
provided  contemplate  the  systematic  classification  of  accounts  by 
means  of  grouping  all  items  of  receipts  and  all  items  of  expenditure 
of  a  similar  nature,  thus  allowing  the  public  to  see  at  a  glance 
whst  each  particular  service  is  costing. 

The  great  demand  on  the  part  of  the  public  at  large  for  service 
at  public  expense  has  placed  upon  our  municipalities  an  annual  tax 
requirement  that  in  many  cases  is  becoming  a  burden;  the  admin- 
istrative officers  must,  therefore,  determine  not  only  hoiv  much  they 
can  spend,  but  also  hoiu  to  spend  it  in  order  that  the  greatest 
amount  of  service  may  be  obtained  with  the  means  at  hand. 

I  am  advised  that  no  definite  plans  have  been  made  for  the 
keeping  of  the  accounts.  I  v/ould  strongly  urge  that  provision  be 
made  to  have  these  accounts  kept  up  to  date  at  all  times  either  by 
your  town  auditor  or  some  one  designated  for  tiiis  purpose. 

if  the  work  of  the  system  is  kept  up  to  date,  I  feel  certain  that 
it  will  be  of  invaluable  assistance  to  the  several  town  officials  and 
will  produce  re^;ults  that  will  prove  to  be  highly  satisfactory. 
Very  truly  yours, 

CiiAKLES  F.  Gette.mv,  Director, 
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Mr.  Charles  F.  Gettemy, 

Director,  Bureau  of  Statistics, 
State  House,  Boston. 

Sir: — As  directed  by  you,  I  have  made  an  audit  of  the  accounts 
of  the  town  of  Topsfield  and  have  installed  an  accounting  system, 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Chapter  598  of  the  Acts  of 
1910,  and  pursuant  to  a  vote  of  the  town. 

The  method  of  accounting  in  use  previous  to  the  installation 
of  the  system  did  not  provide  for  central  accounting  control.  The 
method  of  recording,  as  in  many  of  our  towns,  did  not  provide  ade- 
quate checks  for  locating  clerical  errors  when  made  nor  furnish 
sufficient  detail  regarding  the  financial  transactions  to  show  clearly 
the  financial  condition  of  the  town;  it  was  therefore  necessary  to 
do  a  relatively  large  amount  of  checking  to  arrive  at  figures  for  a 
setup  under  the  new  system. 

Recent  legislation  has  placed  upon  the  selectmen  of  toMns,  the 
responsibility  of  seeing  that  the  several  departments  carry  on  their 
work  within  the  funds  placed  at  their  disposal  by  the  vote  of  the 
town.  In  order  that  the  selectmen  may  keep  constantly  advised 
as  to  the  condition  of  evei^  appropriation  or  account,  it  is  necessary 
to  have  a  system  of  accounts  which  ■'vill  automatically  present  the 
necessary  data  for  their  guidance. 

Statements  in  regard  to  the  several  departments  and  accounts, 
with  accompanying  tables,  a  brief  description  of  the  books  and 
forms,  and  a  balance  sheet,  follov/: — 

Selectmen's  Department: — The  selectmen  drew  orders  for  all 
bills  of  all  departments  and  forwarded  them  to  the  treasurer  for 
payment.  The  appropriation  accounts  are  kept  by  the  auditor.  In 
the  past,  bills  were  not  forwarded  to  him  until  after  payment  by 
the  treasurer,  so  that  the  selectmen  had  no  check  as  to  overdrafts 
of  appropriations  until  actual  expenditures  had  been  made. 

Provision  has  been  made  for  the  listing  and  charging  of  all 
bills  and  pay-rolls  on  proper  warrants  for  submission  to  the  select- 
men. If  an  appropriation  is  practically  exhausted,  attention  is 
called  to  this  fact  and  the  selectmen  can  prevent  any  overdrawn 
accounts. 

In  1916,  a  reserve  fund  was  voted  by  the  town  which  was  in- 
tended for  transfer  to  meet  extraordinary  or  unforeseen  expendi- 
tures; but  it  v/as  not  used.  The  wisdom  of  providing  a  reserve 
fund  must  be  appreciated,  for  with  this  fund  available  for  trans- 
fers to  meet  unforeseen  expenses  the  annual  budget  need  only 
take  into  account  the  ordinary  requirements  of  the  several  depart- 
ments. 

The  orders  for  the  years  1915  and  1916  and  to  May  24,  1917, 
were  checked  and  compared  with  the  treasurer's  cash  books. 
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At  the  close  of  the  year,  the  several  departments  should  be  re- 
quired to  present  a  statement  of  all  liabilities  contracted  and  not 
presented  for  payment,  in  order  that  the  entire  year's  business 
may  show  in  the  annual  report. 

Auditor's  Department: — The  records  of  the  appropriation 
accounts  v/ere  examined  and  checked  with  the  treasurer's  pay- 
ments. In  the  past,  bills  have  not  been  submitted  to  the  auditor 
until  after  payment;  as  a  result,  his  records  were  of  no  practical 
benefit  to  the  selectmen  for  preventing  overdrafts. 

No  ledger  account  had  been  kept  of  the  tax  commitments  or 
fund  accounts,  so  that  it  was  impossible  to  draw  off  from  the  books 
a  complete  financial  statement. 

The  system  installed  provides  the  necessary  books  for  recording 
the  financial  transactions,  and  these  books  are  now  being  kept  by 
the  auditor.  While  this  work  adds  materially  to  his  former  duties, 
it  is,  hov/ever,  very  important  that  some  ofncial  keep  controlling 
accounts  in  order  that  complete  information  relative  to  the  finan- 
cial transactions  may  be  available  in  a  single  department  for  the 
interested  tax-payer  and  for  the  guidance  of  the  administrative 
officers. 

Treasurer's  Department: — The  treasurer's  cash  book  was 
added  for  the  period  from  February  1,  1913  to  May  24,  1917, 
checked  v;ith  the  reported  receipts  and  payments  in  the  town  report, 
and  reconciled.  The  orders  for  the  years  1915  and  1916  were 
checked  in  detail  and  compared  vvith  receipted  vouchers.  It  has 
been  customary  to  receipt  the  bills.  Many  receipted  bills  were  not 
returned  for  a  considerable  period  of  time,  and  sorne  were  never 
returned. 

The  method  of  recording  transactions  in  a  memorandum  book, 
then  subsequently  transferring  to  the  cash  book,  should  be  discon- 
tinued and  all  payments  made  should  be  at  once  recorded  in  the 
cash  book. 

A  number  of  correcting  entries  have  appeared  in  the  treasur- 
er's published  reports.  These  will  be  eliminated  in  the  future,  if 
the  warrants  drawn  are  promptly  paid  and  recorded  and  if  the 
reports  are  prepared  directly  from  the  books. 

The  tables  show  changes  in  balances  in  the  town  reports  from 
year  to  year,  and  do  not  correspond  with  the  cash  book.  This  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  some  orders  were  held  and  not  paid  until  the 
following  year. 

The  method  of  handling  trust  fund  income  has  been  a  soui'ce 
of  considerable  confusion,  and  the  several  trust  funds  have  not 
shown  the  proper  credits.  This  subject,  however,  is  shown  in  de- 
tail under  "Trust  Funds"  and  adjusting  entries  v/ere  made  on  the 
books. 
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The  cash  on  hand  was  verified  as  of  May  24,  1917. 

The  following-  tables  show  a  reconciliation  of  the  treasurer's 

a-cc-ounts : 


RECONCILIATION  OF  TREASURER'S  ACCOUNTS 


Year  1913 


Balance,  Feb.  1,  1913 — per  town  report 

Correction  of  error  on  abatements  and 
cemetery  funds 

Receipts — per  tov/n  report 

Receipts  not  reported: 

Trust  fund  income  $149.03 

Library  f  und  5.00 

Town  hall  receipts  1.30 

Town  hall  receipts  1.30 


Payments — per  town  report 
Pa^Tsients, — per  cash  book  in  excess  of 

town  report 
Bahmce^ — per  cash  book  Feb.  1,  1914 


$4,975.98 

940.38 
53,572.18 


155.33 

$61,900.14 

151.33 
7,592.40 


$59,643.87 


Year  1914 

iiaK'ince  Feb.  1,  1914 — per  cash  book  $  7,588.40 

Error  in  balance  forwarded  4.00 

Receipts — per  cash  book  54,733.51 

Payraents — per  cash  book  $54,366.88 

r>ulancc— Dec.  31,  1914  7,959.03 


$62,325.91 


S62.325.91 
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Year  1915 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1915 — per  cash  book  $  7,955.08 

Error  in  balance  forward  in  1914  4.00 

Receipts — per  town  report  46,492.62 

Omitted  from  report — Int.  on  trust  funds  231.65 

Error  in  report  of  State  Aid  payment  50.00 


Payments — per  town  report  '  $54,169.30 

Order  for  deposit  of  Monument  Fund — 

on  cash  book  and  omitted  from  report  365.81 
Balance  Dec.  31,  1915— per  cash  book  198.19 


1916 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1916— per  cash  book  $  145.18 

Error  in  balance  forward  1914  4.00 

Error  in  State  Aid  payment  1915  50.00 

Receipts— per  town  report  69,343.28 


Payments — per  tovra  report  $63,534.41 
Error  in  charc^e  of  $232.64  instead  of  $231.65  .99 
Balance  Dec.  31,  1916  6.007.06 


January  1  to  May  24,  1917 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1917  $  6,007.06 

Receipts  Jan.  1  to  May  24,  1917  11,470.85 

Payments  Jan.  1  to  May  24,  1917  $9,515.84 
Cash  on  hand  May  24,  1917 : 

Bank  statement  $7,466.85 

Less  out-standing- 

checks  437.17 


$7,029.68 

Checks  in  office  539.16 
Cash  in  office  393.23 


7,962. 01 


$54,733.30 


$54,733.30 


$69,542.46- 


$69,542.46 


$17,477.91 


$17,4T7.!^I 
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Tax  Collector's  Department: — The  records  of  the  tax  col- 
iector  were  examined  and  commitment  books  for  the  years  for  which 
taxes  were  outstanding  were  verified. 

The  totals  of  the  commitment  books  were  compared  with  the  as- 
sessors' warrants  and  small  difrerences  were  found  in  each  of  the 
years  1914,  1915  and  1916.  The  collector  had  never  kept  a  cash 
book,  £0  that  it  was  impossible  to  determine  definitely  the  amounts 
paid  the  treasurer  by  years  on  account  of  the  several  commitments. 
I  was  therefore  obliged  to  reconcile  the  accounts  in  the  aggregrate 
and  have  set  up  the  accounts  according  to  the  amounts  uncollected 
appearing  on  the  commitment  books. 

The  only  record  of  interest  collections  is  found  in  the  town  re- 
ports, as  no  record  of  them  is  made  on  the  commitment  books.  The 
statute  relative  to  interest  charges  is  very  clear,  and  the  collector 
should  see  that  the  penalty  on  delinquent  tax-payers  in  enforced; 
to  neglect  this  means  actual  loss  to  the  town,  and  is  unfair  to  those 
making  prompt  payment  of  taxes  due.  A  cash  book  has  been  pro- 
vided for  the  recording  of  collections  as  received. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  collector's  accounts: 
Summary  of  Collector's  Accounts 

Outstanding  Feb.  1,  1913 — account  of 

Year  1911  $  561.03 

Year  1912  997.43 
Commitment : 

1913  30,861.26 

1914  33,833.59 

1915  27,238.42 

1916  40,972.60  $134,464.33 


Interest  collected  in  year 

1913  $84.94 

1914  28.85 

1915  37.01 

191G  46.26  197.06 
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$134,661.39 


Payments  to  treasurer  in  year 

1913  $30,860.00 

1914  31.845.00 

1915  26,520.00 

1916  41,640.00 

1917  (to  May  24)  530.00  $131,395.00 


Abatements  in  year 

1913  $438.02 

1915  958.54 

1916  360.02  1,756.58 


Outstanding  May  24,  1917— 
per  list.    Levy  of  year 

1913  $  6.04 

1914  69.11 

1915  255.29 

1916  1,093.96  1,424.40 


Cash  on  hand  May  24,  1917  85.41 

$134,661.39 


AsSESSor.s'  Department: — The  valuation  books  for  the  years 
1913,  1914,  1915,  and  1916  were  compared  with  the  tax  commitment 
books  and  differences  were  reconciled.  The  warrants  were  exam- 
ined and  checked  with  the  commitments  to  th*^  collector.  Care 
should  be  taken  in  preparing  the  warrant  in  order  to  keep  the  to- 
tal list  in  agreement  with  the  amounts  called  for  by  the  warrant. 

Abatements  were  checked  and  compared  with  the  collector's 
accounts. 

Trust  Funds: — The  securities  held  as  investments  of  the  sev- 
eral trust  funds  were  examined,  and  the  savings  bank  books  were 
listed  and  checked. 

The  several  funds  are  handled  by  trustees,  and  in  some  cases, 
parts  of  two  or  more  funds  participate  in  the  income  of  a  single 
security.  In  preparing  the  tables,  I  have  apportioned  the  income 
in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  the  fund  invested.  I  have  also 
carried  the  bonds  at  par  value  and  stock  at  cost,  or  in  those  cases 
where  the  bequest  consisted  of  shares  of  stock  I  have  carried  them 
as  voted  by  the  town.    In  the  purchase  of  bonds  at  less  than  par, 
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the  discount  has  been  treated  as  income,  and  in  cases  where  a  pre- 
mium is  paid  it  has  been  charged  against  income.  Brokers*  com- 
missions have  been  charged  against  income. 

Theoretically,  discount  and  premiums  should  be  spread  over  the 
entire  period  the  investment  has  to  run;  but  as  a  practical  matter, 
it  occasions  much  needless  bookkeeping  without  any  particular  bene- 
fit, since  bonds  held  as  investments  of  trast  funds  will  presumably 
be  held  until  maturity  when  they  will  mature  at  par.  By  following 
the  rule  outlined,  we  have  a  definite  amount  upon  which  to  base  tl-e 
apportionment  of  the  income,  and  have  avoided  the  complicated 
accounting  involved  in  making  annual  adjustments  of  investment 
accounts. 

The  Annah  Pingme  Charity  Fund  for  the  period  from  March 
4,  10.12  to  December  30,  1916  is  shov/n  in  a  single  table.  For  1916, 
no  exper.ditures  are  sho^vn  from  this  fund,  as  the  amount  drawn 
from  the  income?  of  charity  funds  was  not  divided.  I  have  accord- 
ingly charged  the  entire  amount  to  the  David  Cummin gs  Charity 
Fund. 

The  David  Cummings  Charity  Fund  is  shoun  in  tables  by  years. 
In  1915,  a  stock  dividend  of  ten  per  cent  was  declared  by  the 
United  Shoe  Machinery  Companj'-;  the  town  holds  94  shares  as  an 
investment,  of  which  75  shares  are  a  part  of  the  Cummings  fund, 
and  19  shares  a  part,  of  the  Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund.  I 
have  apportioned  this  stock  dividend  betv/een  the  two  funds  in  pro- 
portion to  the  number  of  shares  held. 

Extra  dividends,  v/hen  in  cash,  have  been  treated  as  income. 

The  Library  f-ands  arc  shovm  in  tables  by  years  for  the  period 
from  February  1,  1913  to  December  30,  1916.  The  table  showing 
the  transactions  for  the  year  ending  February  1,  1914  does  not 
include  the  exchanf.'e  of  .$4000  Postal  Cable  of  Texas  bonds  for 
,$4000  Ainerican  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company  bonds.  The  in- 
ecme  r  eported  by  the  library  trustees  appears  to  include  the  net 
accrued  iiitcrest  on  'die  cxcl'iange  of  $32.17  and  the  sale  of  nine 
rights  of  American  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Co.  of  ^)4.86.  I  have 
allov.'cd  the  sale  of  rights  in  this  case  to  stand  as  income. 

The  savings  bank  dejwsit  for  the  years  1913  to  1915  has  been 
carried  as  $27  and  in  1916  the  account  v/as  adjusted  to  the  amount 
.shown  on  tlie  bank  book.  The  accumulation  is  explained  by  the 
fact  thai,  in  1913,  wliien  the  $1,321  v/hich  represented  the  amount 
of  the  principal  deposited  was  withdravm,  the  interest  accumulations 
were  allowed  to  remain  in  the  bank.  This,  with  the  $27  reported, 
made  an  agvvreg.'ite  of  .$141.72  in  savings  bank  deposits  on  De- 
<  ember  30,  1916. 


The  cemeteiT  perpetual  care  funds  are  shown  in  the  tables  by 
years  for  the  period  from  March  4,  1912  to  December  30,  1916.  A 
number  of  the  funds  were  invested  in  a  single  security,  while  in 
other  cases  the  fund  when  received  was  deposited  in  the  savings 
bank  and  individual  books  were  taken  out,  I  have  shown  all  the 
investments  of  these  funds  as  a  single  investment  account  and  have 
brought  the  income  into  a  single  income  account;  I  have  also,  in 
the  table  sho\^^ng  the  detail  of  the  funds,  apportioned  the  income 
received  to  the  several  funds  in  proportion  to  the  amount  the  prin- 
cipal bears  to  the  total  of  the  principal  of  the  funds. 

In  the  year  1916,  the  amount  of  income  expended  was  not 
charged  against  the  individual  funds ;  while  a  charge  had  been  made 
for  the  years  1912  to  1916  against  most  of  the  funds,  it  appeared  to 
be  an  arbitrary  amount  since  some  of  the  funds  were  credited  with 
more  than  they  were  justly  entitled  to  and  the  entire  amount  was 
charged  out  for  care.  By  referring  to  the  table,  it  -will  be  seen 
that  certain  funds  remained  intact,  no  charge  being  marie  for  the 
care  of  the  lot. 

A  general  adjustment  Vvdll  have  to  be  made  in  1917;  a  definite 
work  program  should  be  established  for  the  care  of  endowed  lots  and 
a  fixed  charge  m.ade.  Where  special  care  is  given  the  annual  charge 
should  be  fixed  slightly  less  than  the  probable  income  and  any  un- 
expended balance  of  income  should  remain  to  the  credit  of  the  fund, 
to  be  used  for  extraordinary  expenditures  from  time  to  time,  such 
as  nev7  foundations,  cleaning  stones,  etc. 

The  monument  fund  is  deposited  in  the  Danvers  Savings  Bank, 
book  No.  3313,  tne  amount  of  the  fund  December  30,  191(>  being 
$535.03. 
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The  methods  of  accounting  that  have  been  followed  need 
to  be  changed.  The  difficulties  encountered,  to  which  attention 
has  been  directed,  are  the  result  of  an  inadequate  accounting 
system.  As  the  citizens  have  voted  to  have  a  system  of  accounts 
installed  similar  to  that  installed  by  the  Bureau  in  other  towns 
cf  the  Commonwealth,  provision  has  been  made  for  a  proper  re- 
cording of  financial  transactions  in  the  future. 

A  list  of  the  books  and  forms  provided  for  the  town,  together 
with  a  brief  description  of  their  use,  follows: 

Journal  for  accountant 

Cash  book  for  accountant 

Ledger  for  accountant 

Classification  book  for  accountant 

Cash  book  for  collector 

Schedule  of  departmental  bills  payable 

Treasury  warrants 

Schedule  of  collector's  payments  to  treasurer 
Schedule  of  departmental  paynaents  to  treasurer 
Schedule  of  treasurer's  receipts 
Schedule  of  tax  abatements  allowed 
Voucher  folder 

All  of  these  books  and  forms  are  arranged  so  as  to  simplify 
the  reporting  and  make  possible  a  proper  check  on  the  accounting 
of  public  moneys;  also  to  insure  a  classification  of  both  receipts 
and  payments.  All  moneys  received  from  every  source  and  paid 
to  the  treasurer  are  also  reported  to  the  accountant,  in  whose  book 
v/ill  be  recorded  all  cash  transactions  in  detail,  which  will  furnish 
i.n  absolute  check  on  the  total. 

Journal. — This  is  a  bound  book  of  the  ordinary  two-column 
ttock  type.  It  forms,  together  with  the  cash  book,  the  medium 
from  which  all  entries  in  the  general  ledger  are  posted,  as  it  is 
of  vital  importance  that  no  entry  shall  be  originated  in  the  general 
ledger. 

The  journal  is  used  for  keeping  a  record  of  the  debiting 
and  crediting  of  items  in  the  ledger,  such  as  opening  entries, 
budget  appropriation  entries,  the  entering  of  tax  commitments,  the 
r.batemcnt  of  taxes,  accounts  receivable,  and  all  entries  which 
are  not  strictly  cash  book  transactions. 

It  is  important  that  all  journal  entries  state  clearly  the 
ledger  accounts  which  are  to  be  debited  and  credited;  also  that 
a  full  explanation  of  the  entry  made,  in  order  that  the  trans- 
action may  be  fully  understood  by  anyone  examining  the  accounts. 

Cash  Book. —  (For  accountant) .  This  is  a  bound  book  similar 
to  those  used  in  ordinary  commercial  accounting.    In  this  book 
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should  be  recorded  all  transactions  involving  the  receipt  or  the 
disbursement  of  cash,  in  order  that  the  total  transactions  for  a 
given  period  may  be  shown  at  a  glance. 

All  entries  made  on  the  debit  side  of  the  cash  book  should 
clearly  state  the  source  from  which  the  money  was  received  and 
the  department  or  account  to  which  the  same  should  be  posted 
in  the  ledger;  and  all  entries  on  the  credit  side  should  show  to 
whom  the  money  was  paid  and  the  appropriation  or  account 
against  which  the  amount  should  be  posted  in  the  ledger. 

All  moneys  received  from  every  source  will  be  reported 
to  the  town  accountant,  therefore  in  the  latter's  cash  book  will 
be  recorded  cash  transactions  which  are  similar  to  those  of  the 
treasurer,  except  in  detail,  and  which  will  furnish  an  absolute 
check  on  the  total. 

Ledger. — This  is  of  the  loose-leaf  type;  v/hen  the  several 
sheets  are  properly  arranged  and  placed  in  the  binder  provided  for 
the  purpose,  they  form  the  general  ledger  in  which  is  recorded,  in 
controlling  accounts,  all  of  the  financial  transactions  of  the  town. 

The  accounts  in  the  general  ledger  are  separated  and  grouped 
in  sections,  as  follows: 

First  Assets  and  liabilities 

Second  Revenue  accounts 

Third  Appropriation  accounts 

Fourth  Trust  funds 

From  the  ledger  information  relative  to  the  condition  of  the 
f-evera!  appropriations  may  readily  be  obtained  and  the  administra-^ 
live  officers  may  keep  constantly  informed  of  the  amounts  ex- 
pended, also  of  amounts  available  for  the  balance  of  the  year.  This 
information  is  very  necessary  in  view  of  the  statute  which  ex- 
pressly forbids  the  incurring  of  liabilities  in  excess  of  the  appro- 
priations made  for  the  use  of  the  several  departments;  unless  the 
work  is  well  planned,  it  will  be  found  that  the  appropriations  will 
be  exhausted  before  the  end  of  the  year,  with  much  needed  work 
still  to  be  done. 

Classification  Book. — This  book  consists  of  loose-leaf  forms 
with  printed  headings  covering  the  chief  sources  from  which  rev- 
enue is  received  and  object  for  which  money  is  expended,  with 
blank  spacer>  which  allow  for  additional  headings  to  cover  impor- 
ta)it  items  that  may  seem  desirable.  These  sheets  arc  arranged 
in  functional  order  and  placed  in  a  binder  provided  for  the  pur- 
pose, thus  forming  the  principal  source  of  detailed  information 
legarding  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  town.  They  are 
arranged  in  a  classified  form  that  is  generally  accepted  and  adopted 
by  accountants  and  students  of  municipal  afl'airs.    Provision  is 
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made  for  the  recording  of  the  date  of  the  receipt,  from  whom  re- 
ceived, and  the  source. 

On  the  payment  side  will  be  shown  the  date  of  the  bill,  to 
whom  paid,  and  the  purpose  or  object  of  payment. 

From  this  book  definite  information  can  readily  be  obtained 
of  every  cash  transaction  of  the  town;  but  its  chief  object  is  to 
furnish  classification  in  a  scientific  manner,  regardless  of  the 
method  of  making  appropriations. 

This  book  is  also  designed  to  bring  the  costs  of  each  particular 
function  or  service  together,  so  that  by  knowing  the  costs  and 
intelligently  comparing  these  with  the  service  given,  the  taxpayer 
rr.iay  judge  of  the  efficiency  or  inefficiency  of  the  administrative 
officers. 

Cash  Book. —  (For  collector).  This  is  a  bound  book  for  the 
recording  of  all  of  the  cash  receipts  and  payments  to  the  treasury 
department. 

Schedule  of  Bills  Payable. — On  these  sheets  each  department 
should  list  all  bills  approved  for  payment,  and  should  forward 
the  same,  accompanied  by  the  original  bills,  to  the  town  account- 
ant.   From  these  the  treasury  warrants  are  prepared. 

Treasury  Warrants. — These  are  for  listing  the  bills  of  the 
several  departments.  Warrants  are  submitted  to  the  selectmen,  to- 
gether with  the  bills,  for  their  approval,  the  bills  first  having 
been  checked  by  the  accountant  and  compared  with  the  several 
appropriation  accounts  to  which  they  are  chargeable.  The  select- 
men having  signed  the  warrant,  it  is  passed  to  the  treasurer  as  his 
authority  for  payment. 

Under  the  statute,  the  selectmen  are  required  to  approve  all 
bills  before  the  same  are  paid  by  the  treasurer;  by  using  the 
treasury  warrant,  they  can  give  greater  attention  to  the  bills  and 
appropriation  accounts  without  consuming  any  additional  time. 

Schedule  of  Collector's  Payments  to  Treasurer. — These  are 
o:pecially  designed  forms  for  the  reporting  to  the  town  accountant 
of  payments  made  to  the  treasurer  by  the  collector.  From  these 
reports  the  accountant  is  enabled  to  classify  properly  the  col- 
lector's receipts  and  verify  the  receipts  reported  by  the  treasurer. 

Schedule  of  Departmental  Payments  to  Treasurer. — This 
form  is  for  the  use  of  departments,  except  those  for  which  special 
forms  are  prepared,  for  reporting  payments  to  the  treasurer. 

Schedule  of  Treasurer's  Receipts. — The  treasurer  will  use 
these  forms  in  reporting  the  cash  receipts  to  the  town  accountant. 
They  foi-m  the  basis  of  the  debit  entries  in  the  accountant's  cash 
I  ook,  and,  together  with  the  schedules  or  payments  to  the  treas- 
urer, serve  as  an  automatic  check  on  the  cash  account,  fumishingr 
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the  accountant  with  the  necessary  information  for  keeping  his 
accounts  up  to  date  at  all  times,  also  enabling  statements  to  be 
dravv^n  off  showing  actual  cash  transactions.  By  the  use  of  printed 
forms  for  the  reporting  of  all  items  involving  cash,  but  little  time 
is  required  for  reporting  the  same. 

Schedule  of  Tax  Abatements  Allowed. — This  form  is  for  the 
use  of  the  assessors  in  reporting  abatements  to  the  accountant, 
so  that  he  may  credit  the  collector  with  these  items  in  addition 
to  his  cash  payments  to  the  treasurer.  On  the  accountant's 
book  the  collector  is  charged  with  the  commitment  and  credited 
v.'ith  collections  paid  the  treasurer;  if  to  the  collections  are 
added  abatements  allowed,  the  accountant's  ledger  will  show,  in 
l_«is  collector's  account,  the  exact  amount  of  outstanding  taxes. 

Voucher  Folder. — This  form  is  for  the  use  of  the  town  ac- 
countant and  is  designed  for  the  purpose  of  securing  uniformity  in 
the  filing  of  bills. 

From  this  brief  description  of  the  above-named  books  and 
forms  it  will  be  seen  that  the  books  in  the  accountant's  office  can 
be  made  to  furnish  any  desired  information  relative  to  the  finan- 
cial transactions  of  the  town. 

While  engaged  in  making  the  audit  and  installing  the  system, 
I  received  hearty  co-operation  from  the  several  officials;  on  be- 
half, therefore,  of  myself  and  my  assistant,  I  wish  to  express  my 
appreciation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Edw.  H.  Fenton, 

Chief  Accountant. 
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TREE  WARDEN 


In  submitting  my  report  as  Tree  Warden,  I  regret  to  say  the 
damage  caused  by  the  storm  of  July  26,  1917,  many  of  our  fine 
shade  trees  broken  up  and  many  of  the  trees  were  badly  bent  out 
of  shape.  All  of  the  trees  were  attended  to  and  the  broken  limbs 
"were  removed.  Also  the  dead  limbs  that  were  overhanging  the 
streets  were  removed.  I  find  the  elm  beetle  and  leopard  moths 
have  been  discovered  on  the  common  and  I  would  recommend  they 
be  sprayed  with  arsenate  of  lead.  I  also  find  oyster  shell  scale 
on  our  ash  trees  and  poplar  trees — this  should  be  sprayed  with 
lime  sulphur.  One  tree  has  been  removed,  one  has  been  bolted. 
Our  shade  trees  are  in  good  condition. 

Submitted  by 

HARRY  A.  LEFAVOUR, 
Topsfield,  Dec.  21,  1917.  Tree  ¥/arden. 


REPORT  OF  TOWN  LIBRARY  TRUSTEES 

Two  years  ago,  much  of  the  income  was  expended  for  reference 
books  of  permanent  value  and  during  the  past  year,  a  considerable 
proportion  has  been  spent  in  making  the  library  room  more  attrac- 
tive. The  walls,  ceiling  and  woodv/ork  have  been  painted  in  pleas- 
ing shades  of  cream  and  bufF,  the  floor  has  been  covered  with  dark 
brown  linoleum,  new  pictures  adorn  the  wails,  and  busts  of  Shake- 
spere  and  Milton,  lent  by  the  Essex  Institute,  surmount  the  refer- 
ence shelves.  Additional  shelving  has  been  built,  occupying  the  last 
available  floor  space,  and  the  library  now  is  in  more  attractive 
quarters  than  ever  before  in  its  history.  These  expenditures  do  not 
mean  that  the  current  needs  for  new  books  have  been  overlooked, 
although  purchases  have  not  been  as  large  as  in  recent  years. 

There  has  been  a  large  falling  off  in  the  circulation  and  a  ten 
per  cent  reduction  in  the  number  of  borrowers.  The  library  was 
opened  eleven  times  less  than  in  1916,  partly  due  to  painting,  etc., 
and  less  money  has  been  spent  for  current  fiction.  These  causes, 
however,  hardly  can  account  for  a  33  1-3  per  cent  shrinkage  in  the 
circulation.  The  library  continues  to  be  well  patronized  by  the 
public  schools. 

FRA.NKLIN  BaLCH, 

Albert  M.  Dodge, 
George  Francis  Dow, 
W.  Pitman  Gould, 
T.  L.  Jenkins,  M.  D., 
Charles  J.  Peabody, 
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SLAUGHTER  HOUSE  INSPECTOR 


Prrcrt  for  the;  v?r.r  -linctcen  hU'idred  and  seventeen  as  Slaugh- 
ter House  Inspector.  There  has  been  115  Swine,  62  carcasses  of 
Calves,  31  carcasses  of  Lamb,  and  1  Cow. 

Respectfully  yours, 

J.  FREMONT  PERKINS. 


List  of  Magazines  and  Periodicals  on  Reading  Room  Table 

Atlantic  Monthly;  Boys'  Life;  Century  Magazine;  Country 
Life  in  America;  Cun*ent  History;  Essex  Institute  Historical 
Calls;  Harper's  Monthly;  lUsutrated  London  News;  Ladies'  Home 
Journal;  National  Geographic  Magazine;  Our  Dumb  Animals; 
Outlook;  Outing;  Popular  Mechanics;  Review  of  Reviews;  Recre- 
ation; Science;  Scientific  American;  Scribner's  Magazine;  St. 
Nicholas;  World's  Work. 


TOWN  LIBRARY 


READING  ROOM 


January  1,  1917  —  January  1,  1918 


Number  of  times  open 
Average  attendance  .  . 
Largest  attendance  . . 


140 
9 
20 


Circulation 


Number  of  times  library  opened  

Number  of  volumes  delivered  for  home  use  . 
Number  of  volumes  delivered  for  school  use 

Average  deliveiy  of  books   

Number  of  persons  borrowing  books  


140 
4,550 
400 
36 
290 


Accessories 


Number  of  volumes  in  the  libraiy  Jan.  1,  1917 

Volumes  added  by  purchase   

Volumes  added  by  gift   


80 
46 


12,236 


Volumes  bound  from  Reading  Table 


11 


Books  missing 
Books  replaced 


137 
4 
11 


144 


Number  of  volumCvS  in  the  library  Jan.  1,  1918 
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12,380 


Numbar  of  pamphlets  in  the  library  Jan.  1,  1917  4,361 

Number  of  Pamphlets  added    235 

Number  of  Pamphlets  in  the  library  Jan.  1,  1918   4,596 


Gifts  To  The  Library 


Donor  Books  Pamphlets 

American  Red  Cross    1 

American  F.ailway  Association    1 

American  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Co   4 

Armour  &  Co   1 

Aiiti- Saloon  League  of  America    1 

Bosion  Public  Library    1 

Bureau  of  Census    4 

Bureau  of  Education    6 

Bureau  of  Railway  News   2 

Bureau  of  Statistics    5 

Carnegie  Endowment  Fund    1 

Golurnbia  University    5 

Denver  &  Rio  Grande  Railroad   12 

Dry  den,  Forrest    1 

Essex  Institute   1 

Free  Public  Library  Commission   1 

Gleason,  George    1 

Gauss,  John  D.  H   1 

Goldsmith,   Peter    1 

Interstate  Commerce  Commission   2 

Kahn,  Otto  II   5 

Krug-er,  Fritz    1 

Latin  News  Association    1 

Langtry.  Albert  P   1 

Library  of  Congress   2  1 

Madeline,  Louis    1 

Mass.  Agricultural  College    5 

Mass.  Audobon  Society   6 

Mass.  Anti-Tubercular  League    1 

Mass.  Department  of  Health   12 

Mass.  Institute  of  Technology    1 

Mass.  Total  Abstinence  Society   11 

JMcAdoo,  Hon.  W.  S   1 

National  Security  League    1 

N.  Y.  National  Bank    1  1 

Old  Colony  Trust  Co   1 

Pentecost,  Mrs.  Ernest    2  52 

Phillips,  James  Duncan  18 

Pierce,  Mrs.  T.  W  52 

Pierce,  Mary  E   1 
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Donor  Books  Pamphlets 

Portland  Cement  Company    2 

Rockefeller,  J.  D   4 

Rensseilar  Polytechnic  School    1 

Shawmut  Bank    1 

Soldiers'  Home,  Chelsea    1 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth   15  5 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury    1 

Salem  Public  Library   1 

U.  S.  Food  Administration   5 

U.  S.  Civil  Service  Commission    1 

U.  S.  National  Museum    14 

U.  S.  Senate    1 

Y/illiston  Seminary    1 

World  Peace  Foundation    4 

Woodbury,  John  B   1 

Wood,  James    1 

War  Literature    1 

Wheeler,  Wayne  P   1 


46  235 


ABATEMENTS 

Wellington  Donaldson,  Real  Estate  $11.43 

Archer  Andrev*rs,  Pei'sonal  Property  90 

E.  B.  Thomas,  Personal  Property   18.00 
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CEMETERY  COMMISSIONERS 


Our  yearly  report  cannot  vary  very  much  from  previous  re- 
ports. There  is  the  same  routine  of  labor  to  go  through  each  year. 
The  occasional  rains  kept  us  busy  mowing  much  of  the  time,  as  the 
grass  grew  very  rapidly.  Not  much  new  work  was  done  by  the 
Commissioners.  We  put  in  a  flight  of  three  or  four  stone  and  ce- 
ment steps  in  the  high  banking  on  the  Haverhill  street  avenue, 
which  is  a  great  convenience.  Did  some  graveling  on  Central  aven- 
ue hilL  Did  some  clearing  up  in  pasture  west  of  cemetery.  Some 
changes  v/ere  made,  not  by  commissioners,  such  as  moving  hearse 
and  tool  house  into  town  pasture,  change  of  avenues  and  burial 
lots  by  an  individual  citizen,  he  bearing  all  expenses.  FurtheiTnore, 
the  plot  of  ground  from  which  the  building  was  moved,  not  to  be 
used  for  burial  purposes,  but  to  be  set  with  shrubs  and  flov/ering 
plants  by  same  individual  and  at  his  expense.  We  would  suggest 
an  appropriation  of  $250  for  the  year  1918. 

J.  Porter  Gould, 

William  H.  Wildes, 

E.  E.  Ferguson, 

Commissioners. 


REGISTRARS'  REPORT 

Male  Voters  Registered   276 

Female    47 

ANDY  F.  JACKMAN, 
WILLIAM  B.  POOR, 
HAZEN  R.  WILDES, 
WILLIAM  A.  PERKINS, 

Board  of  Registrars. 
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OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR 


To  the  Citizens  of  Topsfield,  Mass.,  1917. 

We  submit  to  you  the  following  report.  The  entire  number  of 
Poor  wholly  supported  are  eight.  The  increase  in  expenses  exceeded 
our  usual  apropriation,  because  of  the  present  prevailing  condi- 
tions. 

George  F.  Averell, 
John  L.  Fiske, 
William  A.  Perkins, 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. 


Assessors'  Report 


Number  of  residents  assessed  on  property  286^ 

Number  of  non-residents  assessed  on  property  70 

Firms,  Corporations  and  others  13 

Number  of  persons  assessed  503 

Number  of  Male  Polls  assessed  300' 

For  poll  tax  only  134 

Tax  on  each  poll  $2.00 

Value  of  assessed  personal  estate  $302,843.00 

Value  of  assessed  buildings  $1,020,491.00 

Value  of  assessed  land  $796,838.00 

Total  valuation  $2,088,172.00 

Total  tax                                                 •  $19,393.55 

Value  of  exempted  property  $21,500 

Rate  per  1000  $9.00 

Number  of  acres  of  land  7,500 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  300 

Number  of  horses  233 

Number  of  cows  320 

Number  of  neat  cattle  other  than  cows  100 

Number  of  swine  30 

Number  of  fowls  4,800 

Baxter  P.  Pike, 

Charles  J.  Peabody, 

H.  B.  Williams. 
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Report  of  Finance  Committee 


The  Committee  desires  to  ag^ain  call  attention  to  the  brief  time 
betv^  een  the  receipt  of  the  articles  in  the  Warrant  and  the  time  of 
the  meeting.  The  Committee  believes  that  it  would  be  a  great  ad- 
vantage to  the  Town,  if  arrangements  could  be  made  whereby  the 
Finance  Committee  could  act  upon  the  greater  portion  of  the  ar- 
ticles in  the  Warrant  at  an  earlier  date.  It  is  hoped  that  such  an 
arrangement  can  be  made  hereafter  so  that  the  citizens  will  have 
a  greater  opportunity  to  present  their  viev/s  to  the  Committee. 

'  The  Committee  is  informed  that  there  outstanding  bills  against 
the  To^^m  for  services  or  materials  funiished,  prior  to  January  1st, 
1918,  in  excess  of  $1700.  In  order  that  these  bills  miay  be  paid, 
*  larger  appropriations  than  v/ould  have  otherwise  been  needed  have 
been  recommended  for  Police,  Soldiers'  Relief,  Slaughter  House  In- 
spection, Tov/n  Hall,  Officers'  Salaries,  Officers'  Expenses  and  for 
the  Poor.  The  Committee  is  of  opinion  that  it  is  desirable  that  all 
bills  against  the  Town,  so  far  as  possible,  should  be  presented  with- 
in the  year  in  which  the  work  is  done. 

The  Committee  would  suggest  that  in  each  department  records 
be  kept  of  ail  work  done  and  expenses  incurred  and  also  of  all  Town 
property  in  charge  of  the  department. 

Daring  the  year,  the  Town  has  had  its  accounting  system  re- 
vised and  its  financial  procedure  adjusted  so  as  to  be  more  in  ac- 
cord with  modern  methods.  The  Committee  believes  that  the  Town 
will  derive  much  benefit  from  the  new  system  which  has  been  in- 
stalled under  the  supervision  of  the  Bureau  of  Statistics  of  the 
Commonwealth.  The  Committee  desires  in  this  connection  to  give 
credit  to  all  Town  Officers  who  have  assisted  in  this  work  and  par- 
ticularly to  the  Auditor  upon  v/hom  has  devolved  much  additional 
work  in  making  necessary  changes  in  the  books. 

The  Committee  makes  the  following  recommendations  on  the 
Articles  in  the  Warrant  for  the  Town  Meeting  to  be  held  Monday, 
March  4th,  1918:— 

The  Committee  makes  the  following  recommendations  on  the 
Articles  in  the  Warrant  for  the  Tov/n  Meeting  to  be  held  Monday, 
March  4th,  1918:— 

Article  1.  No  recommendation  required. 
Article  2.  No  recommendation  required. 
Article  3.    Recommended  that  no  license  be  granted. 
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Artiele  4.    Recommended  that  the  Town  vote  as  follows : — 


That  the  Tov/n  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen^ 
be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  borrow  money  in  anticipation  of  tlie 
revenue  of  the  financial  year  ending  December  31st,  1918,  and  to 
issue  a  note  or  notes  therefor  payable  within  one  year  from  the  date 
thereof;  any  debt  or  debts  incun-ed  under  this  vote  to  be  paid 
from  the  revenue  of  the  financial  year  ending  December  31,  1918. 

Article  5.    Appropriations  recommended  as  follows: — 


Highways  $5,000.00 

Oiling  highways  2,000.00 

Haverhill  street  500.00 

Schools  9,000.00 

Interest  400.00 

and  int.  on  bank  bal. 

Police  400.00 

Soldiers'  Relief  200.00 

Slaughter  House  Inspection  275.00 

Health  Department  lOO-Oa 

Fire  Protection  300.00 

Inspection  of  animals  75.00 

Common  300.00 

Cemeteries  250.00 

Tc^vn  Hall  1,000.00 

Moth  Suppression  840.00 

Printing  and  Distributing  Town  Reports  250.00 

Elections  150.00 

Officei-s*  Salaries  1,306.00 

Officers'  Expenses  270.00 

Insurance  450.00 

Tree  Department  150.00 

Bonds  225.00 

Resen'e  Fund  1,000.00 

State  Aid  600.00 

Poor  Department  2,400.00 


Article  6.    No  i-ecommeiidation  required. 
Article  7.    Appropriation  recommended  of  $160,  and  also  an 
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appropriation  of  $5.18  from  money  in  the  Treasury. 

Article  8.  Appropriation  of  $1,697  recommended,  with  the 
further  recommendation  that  the  Selectmen  consider  whether  the 
street  lighting  cannot  be  wisely  discontinued  in  whole  or  in  part 
during  the  year  1918. 

Article  9.    Appropriation  of  $500  recommended. 

Article  10.    Appropriation  of  $100  recommended. 

Article  11.  In  view  of  war  conditions,  no  appropriation  recom- 
mended. 

Article  12.  Recommended  that  the  proposed  amendment  of  the 
by-laws  be  adopted. 

Article  13.  Recommended  that  the  Trustees  of  the  Town 
Library  be  authorized  to  receive  and  hold  in  trust  the  legacy  of 
William  Stearns. 

Article  14.  Recommended  that  the  salary  of  the  Auditor  be 
fixed  at  $60. 

Article  15.  Recommended  that  a  telephone  be  installed  in 
the  house  of  the  Chief  of  Fire  Department. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Arthur  H.  Wellman,  Chairman 
Edward  J.  Prest,  Secretary' 
George  M.  Tilton, 
Thomas  E.  Elliott, 
Fred  W.  Dingle, 
Andrew  L.  Peirce, 

Finance  Committee. 
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Auditor's  Report 

RECEIPTS  AND  PAYMENTS 

JANUARY  1,  1917,  TO  DECEMBER  31,  1917 


RECEIPTS 

General  Revenue 


.axes: 
Current  year 
Previous  years 

Corporation  Tax  (from  state) 
Income  Tax  (from  state) 
Bank  Tax  (from  state) 


Licenses: 

Liquor  (1  sixth-class  license) 

Auctioneer 

Slaughter 

Express 

Junk 

Victuallers 


$17,457.46 
1,150.10 
2,309.29 
16,125.43 
2,672.25 


1.00 
4.00 
4.00 
3.00 
83.00 
2.00 


39,714.53 


97.00 


Grants  and  Gifts: 

Dog  licenses  from  county 
Donation  of  school  committee- 
man's salary 


Special  Assessments: 

Moth 
Departmental : 
Town  Hall: 

Rent  $312.00 
Sale  of  Motor  5.00 


Pblke  Dept. 

Sealer  of  Weightjs  and  Measures 
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129.30 
10.00 


317.00 
5.00 
21.17 


139.30 
302.67 


Moth  Dept. 
Highways: 

Sale  of  materials 

Oiling 

Street  lighting 


9.16 
118.18 
50.00 


27.34 


Poor  Dept. 

State  aid 

School  Dept.: 

Tuition  from  Boxford 
Tuition  from  State 


299.00 
163.50 


177.34 
6.00 
576.00 


Library:  Fines 

Unclassified  (Memorial  Day) 
Cemeteries:  Sale  of  lots 


Interest : 
Deposits 
Taxes 

Trust  Funds: 
Library 

Pingree  Charity 
Cummings  Charity 
Cemetery 


522.00 
170.00 
168.35 
175.77 


462.50 
6.44 
9.45 
40.00 


81.78 
38.67 


1,648.24 


Municipal  Indebtedness: 

Loans  in  anticipation  of  Revenue 
Agency: 

State  and  County  taxes  included 
in  general  tax  receipts 
Trusts: 

Cemetery,  Perpetual  care  funds 
Sale  of  telephone  rights 


1,036.12 


250.00 
36.82 


1,156.57 
15,000.00 


286.82' 


Total  receipts  Jan.  1  to  Dec.  31,  1917 
Cash  balance  Jan.  1,  1917 


58,345.13 
6,007.06 


J, 
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$64,852.19 


PAYMENTS 


General  Government 

Selectmen's  Department: 

Salaries  of  selectmen  120.00 

Printing,  stationery  &  postage  26.24 

Car  fares  1.28 

Telegrams  anl  telephone  1.30 

Notary  fees  6.50 

Express  .26 


Auditing  Department: 

Salary  of  Auditor  90.00 
Printing,  stationery  &  postage  1.10 


Treasurer's  Department: 

Salary  of  Treasurer  300.00 

Surety  Bond  150.00 

Printing,  stationery  &  postage  22.50 

Rent  safe  deposit  box  3.00 


Collector  of  Taxes: 

Surety  Bond  70.00 
Printing,  postage  &  stationery  14.00 


A  ssessing  Department : 

Salaries  of  Assessors  50.00 

Clerk  hire  37.62 

Printing,  postage  &  stationery  31.30 

Car  fares,  teams,  etc.  2.36 


156.58 


91.10 


475.50 


84.00 


121.28 

Other  Finance  Offices  and  Accounts: 

Certification  of  notes  4.00 

Town  Clerk's  Department: 

Salary  of  Clerk  100.00 
Surety  Bond  2.50 
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Printing,  stationery  &  postage 


21.61 


124.11 


Election  and  Registration: 
Salaries  of  Registrars 
Election  officers 
Printing- 


Town  Hall : 

Salaries  of  Town  Hall  committee 

Janitor's  services 

Fuel 

Lighting 

Janitor's  supplies 
Repairs 

Special  Repairs: 

Labor  and  stock  286.78 
Painting  8.00 
Heater  72.78 


15.00 
70.00 
46.00 


30.00 
303.54 
398.40 
240.91 
37.56 
39.50 


367.56 


131.0© 


1,417.47 


Total  for  General  Government 


$2,605.04 


Protection  of  Persons  and  Property 

Police  Department: 

Salaries  of  Constables 
Painting 

Equipment  and  repairs 
Court  fees 
Lockup  expense 


Fire  Department: 

Salaries  of  Call  Men 
Watching  fires 
Horse  and  auto  hire 
Equipment  and  repairs 
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227.66 
8.00 
5.00 
35.20 
2.36 


110.38 
11.00 
32.00 
9.50 


273.22 


Acid  bottles 
Soda  and  supplies 


2.00 
15.40 


18d.2g 


Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures: 

Salary  of  Sealer  30.00 

Equipmerxt  3.45 

Traveling'  expenses  2.00 


35.45 


Foresi:ry : 

Gypsy  and  browntail  moth  ex- 
termination by  State  2,479.83 
Planting  and  Trimming  Trees: 

Labor  62.34 
Equipment  10.57 


72.91 


2,552.74 

Total  for  protection  of  per- 
sons and  property  $3,041.6d 

Health  and  Sanitation  : 

Health  Department: 

Salaries  of  board  30.00 
Fumigation  on  account  of  con- 
tagious diseases  33.70 


63.7* 

Inspection: 

Salary  of  inspector  of  animals  65. 0<^ 
Salary  of  inspector  of  meats  and 

provisions  156.00 

Total  for  Health  and  Sanitation  $284.70 

Administrative  Expense: 

Printing  12,51 
General  Highway  Maintenance: 

Labor  1,346.38 


Teams  2,308.78 

Stone,  gravel,  etc.  153.15 

Equipment  and  repairs  180.84 

Kent  16.50 


Highways  and  Bridges: 
Bridges : 

Labor  79.62 

Lumber  216.98 

Spikes,  nails,  etc.  10.20 


Street  Oiling: 

Labor  411.53 

Sand  16.80 

Oil  1,895.12 


4,005.60 


306.80 

Sidewalks : 

Labor  (sanding)  14.47 
Snow  and  Ice  Removal: 

Labor  148.17 
Teams  279.34 
Snow  guards  40.46 


467.97 


2,323.45 

Street  Lighting: 

Contract  1,563.79 

Highway  Construction  : 
Haverhill  Street  (Special)  : 

Labor  164.86 

Teams  186.00 

Gravel  11.10 

Repairs  on  tools  1.00 

Coal  34.70 

Wood  3.00 

Miscellaneous  .50 


401.16 

Maintenance     of  Newburyport 

turnpike  by  state  *  500.00 


Total  for  highways  and  bridges 
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$9,595.75 


Charity  Department 


General  Administration : 

Salaries  of  overseers  30.00 
Traveling  expenses  143.00 


Outside  Relief: 

Board  and  care  665.53 

Medicine  and  medical  attendance  187.20 

Aid  (from  trust  fund  income)  721.69 


1.574.42 

Total  for  charity  $1,747.42 
Soldiers'  Benefits 

Soldiers'  Relief: 

Medical  attendance  18.00 
Cash  82.00 


100.00 

State  aid  .  ^  528.00 

Soldiers'  burial  50.00 

Total  for  Soldiers'  Benefits  $678.00 
School  Department 


General  Expenses: 

Salaries  of  School  Committee  60.00 

Salary  of  Superintendent  340.02 

Stationery,  postage  &  printing  49.49 

Telephone  9.30 

Traveling  expenses  14.52 

School  census  .40 

Incidentals  36.84 


510.57 
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Teachers'  Salaries: 
High 

Elementary 

Bramng 

Music 


2,756.00 
3,005.00 
153.75 
153.75 


Text  Books  and  Supplies: 
Text  books 
Supplies 

Transportation 
Janitor  service 
Fuel 
Light 

Maintenance  of  Buildings  and  Grounds; 
Repairs 

Janitors*  supplies 
Cleaning  and  renovating 
Water  supply 

Other  Expenses: 
Tuning  piano 
Diplomas 

Miscellaneous  printing  and  supplies 

School  physician 

Totals  for  Schools 


199.36 
89.49 


204.80 
10.90 
37.05 
18.00 


5.50 
16.70 

15.72 


6,068.50 


288.85 
1,831.20 
502.40 
251.13 
78.68 


270.75 


37.92 
35.00 

$9,875.00 


Public  Library 


Salaries  and  Wages: 
Salary  of  librarian 
Salary  of  assistant 
Janitor 


80.00 
25.00 
5.00 
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110.00 


Books 
Periodicals 

Buildings  and  Grounds : 
Repairs 
Furniture 

Express 

Electric  light  bulbs 
Flag 

Care  of  grounds 


123.51 
118.28 
3.22 
5.40 
.75 
28.50 


169.59 
49.10 


279.66 


Total  for  Libraries 

Recreation 

Common: 
Mowing 

Repairing  flag  pole 
Grass  clippers 
Horse  hire 

Total  for  Recreation 

Unclassified 

Settlement    of    Town    rights  in 
common 

Printing  and  distributing  town  report 

Memorial  Day: 

Orations  32.50 

Band  46.40 

Flags  10.00 

Plants  35.00 

Music  and  incidentals  40.73 


$608.35 


Care  of  town  clock 
Insurance 

Soldiers'  exemption 
Municipal  auditing 


163.32 
59.00 
1.00 
.50 


400.00 
195.20 


164.63 
5.00 
669.67 
14.39 
176.61 


$223.82 


Total  for  Unclassified 
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$1,625.50 


Cemeteries 


General  care  205.37 
Care  of  endowed  lots  121.00 


Total  for  cemeteries  $326.37 
Interest 

On  temporary  loans  in  anticipation 

of  revenue  307.78 
Municipal  Indebtedness : 

Loans  in  anticipation  of  revenue  15,000.00 

Agency 

State  tax  9,130.00 

County  tax  6,487.43 

1/4  Liquor  licenses  to  state  .25 


Total  for  Agency  $15,617.68 
Trusts 

Public  Trust:  • 

Library  fund  income  invested  17.45 
Charity  fund  income  invested  434.05 
Cemetery  fund  income  invested  129.32 
Cemetery  perpetual  care  fund  invested  250.00 


Total  for  Trusts  830.82 


Total  payment  $62,367.92 
Cash  balance,  Dec.  31,  1917  1,984.27 

$64,352.19 


This  is  to  certify  that  I  have  examined  all  the  accounts  and 
town  books  and  believe  them  to  be  correct.  I  have  seen  the 
various  securities  held  by  the  town  in  trust. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Albert  S.  Lane,  Auditor.  ' 
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Deborah  Kimball  Centennial  Fund 


Trustees : 

Arthur  M.  Merriam,  Andrew  L.  Peirce,  Benj.  B.  Towne. 

Dr. 

Balance  Dec.  30,  1916  $  7.13 

Interest  to  Dec.  31,  1917  24.38 


Cr. 

By  gifts  distributed  to  women  $30.00 
Balance  Dec.  31.  1917  1.51 


$31.51 


$31.51 


For  the  Trustees, 

Benjamin  B.  Towne, 
Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
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SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT 


School  Committee 

Thomas  L.  Jenkins,  M.  D.,  Chairman —  Term  expires  1919 

James  Duncan  Phillips,  acting  chairman —  Term  expires  1918 

Arthur  Harold  Gilmore,  secretary —  Term  expires  1920 

Superintendent 

Harvey  R.  Williams,  address,  Wenham,  Mass.,  Tel.  Hamilton  87M. 
Office  Hours,  Topsfield:  School  Building, 
9-11  A.  M. — First  and  Third  Thursdays  of  Each  Month 
Tel.  Topsfield  8029-4 

School  Physician 
Thomas  L.  Jenkins,  M.  D.,  (absent  on  military  service). 
Acting  School  Physician,  Byron  Sanborn,  M.  D. 

Attendance  Officers 
H.  R.  Williams  George  A.  Gerry  John  L.  Fiske 


Report  of  School  Committee 

A  school  is  something  more  than  an  elaborate  building  where 
children  go  every  day  and  meet  persons  who  are  supposed  to  knov/ 
more  than  they  do.  It  does  not  make  much  difference  what  the 
building  is,  so  long  as  it  is  endurable,  but  the  teachers  must  have  a 
love  for  their  work,  a  desire  to  teach  and  the  ability  to  lead  and 
inspire  children.  Moreover,  there  must  be  a  spirit  of  co-operative 
helpfulness  in  the  community  which  v/ill  encourage  the  children 
to  do  their  best. 

Your  committee  believes  that  these  happy  conditions  are  more 
in  evidence  in  your  school  this  year  than  ever  before.  The  teachers 
are  doing  their  part  faithfully  and  loyally  and  they  will  continue 
to  improve.  The  support  which  the  town  is  giving  is  appreciated 
both  by  the  teachers  and  the  committee.  One  of  the  principal  ele- 
ments in  keeping  a  right  spirit  in  a  school  is  continuity  of  service 
on  the  part  of  the  teachers.  Every  effort  will  be  made  to  retain 
our  efficient  teachers  and  to  lead  them  to  feel  that  their  work  will 
bring  them  greater  satisfaction  the  longer  they  stay  with  us.  The 
school  principal,  who  is  the  only  new  teacher  this  year,  has  fitted 
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splendidly  into  our  organization  and  will  be  a  great  benefit  to  the 
school.  His  new  suggestions  for  the  school  will  have  the  commit- 
tee's attention. 

It  would  be  neither  patriotic  nor  expedient  to  consider  any- 
extensive  addition  to  our  school  facilities  while  the  War  lasts.  Soon- 
er or  later,  we  must  have  more  room,  but  at  the  present  moment, 
the  nation's  business  of  first  importance  is  war  and  all  unusual 
expenditures  must  be  put  aside. 

The  accounts  of  the  school  department  have  been  kept  vidth 
unusual  care  this  year  and  are  here  printed  for  reference.  If 
the  bills  brought  over  from  1916  (and  before)  are  deducted  and 
those  unpaid  January  1st,  1918,  added,  the  department's  expendi- 
tures this  year  come  well  within  its  limits,  in  spite  of  the  high 
cost  of  coal,  paper  and  ail  the  other  supplies.  The  tuition  for  pupils 
from  outside  towns  has  been  collected,  some  of  it  running  back 
more  tlian  one  year. 

The  question  of  transportation  has  received  much  attention. 
It  seems  as  if  too  much  of  the  fund  available  for  education  was 
spent  on  transportation  to  the  school,  compared  with  the  amount 
spent  on  teaching.  Certainly  none  of  our  teams  are  overpaid,  but 
there  ought  to  be  some  better  solution  of  the  whole  problem.  If 
the  distance  is  not  impossible,  it  is  healthier  for  the  children  to  walk 
than  to  ride. 

The  committee  has  sadly  missed  its  chairman  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  year,  but  it  recognizes  the  patriotism  v/hich  led  him  to 
do  his  duty  and  proposes  to  shoulder  the  load  till  his  return. 

The  recommendations  of  the  superintendent  and  principal  de- 
serve careful  attention  and  should  be  read  by  those  interested  in  the 
school. 

James  Duncan  Philips, 

Acting  Chairman. 

Arthur  H.  Gilmore. 


SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT 

To  the  School  Committee  of  Topsfield. 

Gentlemen ;  I  have  the  honor  to  present  herewith  my  sixth  an- 
nual report  of  the  progress  and  condition  of  the  Topsfield  schools. 

On  the  whole,  the  year  just  passed  has  been  uneventful.  I 
am  pleased  to  record  only  one  change  in  teachers  since  the  last 
report  was  made.  After  careful  consideration  of  a  large  number 
of  candidates,  Mr.  B.  C.  Patterson,  a  graduate  of  Boston  Univer- 
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sity,  1911,  and  a  teacher  of  most  successful  experience  was  finally 
selected  as  principal  of  the  high  school  to  succeed  Mr.  Lyman  at 
the  opening  of  the  fall  term.  The  progress  of  the  school  and  the 
excellent  spirit  maintained  thus  far  shows  that  no  mistake  was 
made  in  this  selection. 

The  fact  that  all  the  rest  of  our  excellent  corps  of  teachers 
have  been  in  the  school  for  two  years  or  more  gives  assurance  that 
the  work  of  the  school  is  progressing  satisfactorily,  and  is  at  a 
much  higher  standard  tlian  at  any  time  in  the  immediate  past. 

The  splendid  co-operation  of  this  corps  of  teachers  witli  one 
another  and  with  the  school  authorities  cannot  be  too  highly  com- 
mended. The  children  catch  this  spirit  and  this  makes  for  good 
results  in  both  work  and  discipline. 

One  change  was  made  at  the  beginning  of  the  fall  term  which, 
we  believe,  has  been  an  advantage  in  more  ways  than  one.  On  ac- 
count of  the  raany  disadvartag'es  of  holding  sessions  of  one  grade 
in  the  lovv^er  town  hall,  the  superintendent  recommended  that  the 
children  be  returned  to  the  school  building.  This  was  made  possible 
by  moving  the  Junior  High  School  (7th  and  8th  grades)  into  the 
high  school  room.  On  account  of  the  small  number  of  Senior  high 
pupils.,  these  grades  are  easily  cared  for  in  this  room.  Miss  Per- 
kins, by  this  plan,  bc2.':5.me  a  third  assistant  in  the  high  school. 
Longer  periods,  extension  of  departmental  vrork,  and  the  closer 
assaciation  of  7th  and  8th  grades  vnth  higher  grade  pupils  are 
amcnc;  the  morjt  important  advantages  of  the  change  in  this  part  of 
the  school. 

In  the  second  place,  by  dividing  the  fifth  and  second  gi'ades, 
the  rest  of  the  school  v'as  easily  seated  in  the  other  four  rooms,  the 
sixth  and  part  of  the  liftli  in  the  Junior  Kigh  room  with  Miss 
Road/:  as  teacher,  the  rest  of  the  fifth  and  the  fourth  in  the  next 
room  with  Misy  Cofiln,  the  third  and  part  of  the  second  in  the  in- 
tenriediate  room  with  Migs  Burnham  and  the  rest  of  the  second 
and  tiie  first  in  the  primaiy  room  with  Miss  Goodell. 

After  a  time,  the  two  second  divisions  of  the  first  grade  were 
united  in  Tvlis?-.  Luj  i/nam's  room  so  that  they  might  have  the  advan- 
tage of  working  all  togetlier  and  Miss  Goodell  assists  Miss  Burn- 
ham  after  the  first  grade  is  dismisced  both  morning  and  afternoon. 

The  only  disadvantage  now  existing  co  far  as  the  classes  are 
conceivieJ.  is  tliC  di\-idcd  fifth  grade,  but  the  teachers  of  the  two 
divirions  aie  endeavoring  to  beep  the  v.'ork  as  nearly  the  same;  as 
possible. 

Attendance 

Except  in  veiy  few  cases,  the  attendance  at  the  school  is  very 
creditable  to  children,  parents  and  teachers.    All  seem  to  realize 
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that  while  the  school  is  in  session  that  ::•  the  children's  job  and  that 
regiilar  and  punctual  attendance  counts  very  largely  towards  the 
kind  of  work  done  in  the  schools  and  towards  the  success  of  the 
boys  and  girls  in  their  after-school  life. 

The  War  and  the  Schools 

The  war  with  all  the  demands  it  is  making'  upon  the  people  of 
this  country,  must  not  lead  us  to  allow  the  schools  to  suiter.  A 
letter  from  our  Ccmmisoioner  of  Education,  Dr.  Payson  Smith,  to 
the  School  Cofnmittees  of  the  Commonv/ealth,  voices  the  attitude 
of  the  thoughtful  educators  the  country  over.  In  this  letter  he 
says:  "With  the  approach  of  the  annual  town  meetings,  when  the 
question  of  apropriations  is  to  be  taken  up,  our  people  should  give 
thoughtful  attention  to  the  unusual  conditions  confronting*  the 
schoohi.  Increased  costs  in  every  direction  bring*  the  towns  and  cit- 
ies face  to  face  with  the  necessity  of  increasing  school  appropria- 
tions for  the  coming  year.  The  schools  have  never  before  required 
more  thoughtful  attention  to  their  needs,  and  it  will  not  be  safe  to 
handicap  them  with  a  policy  of  retrenchment. 

"It  is  worthy  the  attention  of  the  American  people  that,  in 
spite  of  enormous  expenditures  for  war  purposes,  France  is  giving 
unprecedented  attention  to  her  public  schools,  and  England,  for 
the  current  year,  increased  her  expenditures  for  public  education 
30  per  cent  over  that  for  any  preceding  year; 

In  the  school  year  1915-16,  Massachusetts  expended  approxi- 
mately $27,000,000  for  public  education.  This  amount  v/as  in- 
creased to  $28,500,000  for  the  school  year  1916-17.  This  increase 
of  approximately  6  per  cent  shows  the  serious  intention  of  our  peo- 
ple to  maintain  a  vigorous  educational  policy.  In  view  of  the  pres- 
ent situation,  Massachusetts  cannot  afford  to  relax  in  any  degree 
her  f  fTorts  to  carry  on  her  schools  at  highest  efficiency. 

"Education  is  a  long-time  investment.  Its  purpose  is  to  pro- 
tect democracy  through  the  right  training  of  the  youth.  Even 
temporary  interference  with  this  purpose,  through  inadequate 
financial  support,  may  seriously  impair  the  quality  of  our  future 
citizenship.  In  the  present  crisis,  it  is  imperative  that  towns  and 
citk's  give  careful  consideration  to  the  needs  of  the  schools." 

HSGH  SCHOOL 

Concerning  the  high  school  some  statements  from  the  princi- 
pal, Mr.  Patterson,  follow  and  are  submitted  and  approved  as  a 
part  of  this  report.  Mr.  Patterson  says:  "I  think  that  the  intro- 
duction of  a  Commercial  Course  in  the  school  is  a  real  need.  The 
course  of  study  that  we  have  in  the  school  now  has  as  its  goal  prep- 
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aration  for  pupils  for  college.  There  is  no  so-called  "practical 
course"  for  the  benefit  of  those  whose  education  will  terminate 
when  they  graduate  from  High  School. 

"Domestic  Science  and  Agriculture  Courses  are  out  of  the 
question  on  account  of  our  cramped  quarters,  but  I  think  we  might 
install  three  or  four  typewriters  in  the  north  coat  room  on  the 
second  floor. 

"The  adoption  of  a  Commercial  Course  would  not  necessarily 
mean  that  we  would  be  obliged  to  increase  the  number  of  teachers. 
A  somewhat  greater  use  of  the  device  of  alternation  would  enable 
us  to  give  the  course  with  the  same  number  of  teachers  that  we 
have  now. 

"In  line  with  ttiis,  I  think  that,  before  the  beginning  of  a  new 
year,  we  might  draw  up  certain  definite  courses  designed  for  certain 
definite  purposes,  and  oblige  students  on  entering  High  School  to 
select  one  of  these  courses  and  adhere  to  it.  It  seems  to  me  that 
this  would  prevent  unwise  selection  of  studies  on  the  part  of  the 
student;  also  a  student  entering  vv'Ith  a  certain  end  in  view  would 
select  a  course  suited  to  that  end.  The  courses  I  would  suggest 
are  College  and  Normal,  as  a  preparation  for  College  or  Normal 
Schools,  Commercial  and  General. 

"Subject  to  your  approval,  I  would  like  to  start  very  shortly 
what  one  might  call  a  course  in  Practical  Agriculture,  for  the  boys 
of  the  school.  We  will  have  no  regular  time  for  meeting,  but  will 
do  so  v/hen  an  opportunity  offers  and  occasion  demands.  My  idea 
is  to  have  the  boys  make  seed  fiats,  and  racks  for  holding  a  dozen 
plants  each,  and  to  raise  cabbage,  tomatoes,  cauliflower,  celery,  etc. 
We  would  sell  these  plants  at  a  reasonable  rate  and  devote  the  pro- 
ceeds to  athletics.  From  perEonal  observation,,  I  believe  the  edu- 
cational value  of  this  is  high,  and  that  it  would  be  a  more  profitable 
<;ourse  than  a  mere  text-book  course  in  plant  raising." 

In  closing  this  brief  report  of  the  schools,  I  wish  to  express 
again  this  year  my  highest  appreciation  for  the  hearty  co-operation 
and  loyalty  of  the  Topsfield  teachers,  for  the  cordial  and  helpful 
support  of  the  School  Committee  and  not  the  least,  the  co-operation 
of  the  children  in  the  schools  and  the  people  of  the  town.  It  is 
certainly  a  pleasure  for  anyone  to  work  in  the  conditions  that  now 
exist  in  the  Topsfield  schools. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Harvey  R.  Williams, 

January  24,  1918.  Superintendent  of  Schools. 
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SCHOOL  CALENDAR 

1918 

March  22,  Schools  close  for  spring  vacation,  12  weeks  in  term. 

March  22  to  April  1,  Vacation,  9  days. 

April  1,  Schools  open  for  spring  term. 

June  21,  Schools  close  for  summer  vacation,  12  weeks. 

June  20,  High  school  graduation. 

Summer  Vacation 

Septem.ber  3,  All  schools  open. 

November  27  to  December  2,  at  noon,  Thanksgiving  recess. 
December  2,  Schools  resume  work. 

December  20,  Christmas  vacation  begins.  16  weeks  in  term. 
December  30,  Schools  open  for  winter  term. 

1919 

January  1,  New  Year's  Day.  Holiday. 
February  21,  Washington's  Birthday  observed. 
March  21  to  31,  Vacation. 
March  31,  Spring  term  begins. 


Age  of  Admission 

No  child  will  be  admitted  to  the  first  grade  at  the  opening  of 
schools  in  September  who  will  not  be  five  years  of  age  by  the  first 
day  of  October. 

Pupils  are  admitted  to  this  grade  only  during  the  first  two 
weeks  of  school  in  September  unless  they  have  attended  school  in 
some  other  town. 

Vaccination 

Attention  is  called  to  the  requirements  of  the  law  in  relation 
to  vaccination  of  school  children.  Chapter  44,  Section  6  of  the 
Revised  Laws  reads:  "A  child  who  has  not  been  vaccinated  shall  not 
be  admitted  to  a  public  school  except  upon  presentation  of  a  cer- 
tificate granted  for  cause  stated  therein,  signed  by  a  regular  prac- 
ticing physician  that  he  is  not  a  fit  subject  for  vaccination." 

The  suggestion  is  made  that  this  matter  receive  attention  dur- 
ing the  summer  vacation  so  that  children  may  be  ready  to  enter 
when  schools  open. 
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SCHOOL  CENSUS  i 
December,  1917 

Number  between  five  and  seven  years  of  age: 

Boys    14 

Girls    16 

Total  3d 

Number  between  seven  and  fourteen  years  of  age: 

Boys    59 

Girls    53 

Total  112 

Number  between  fourteen  and  sixteen  years  of  age : 

Boys    15 

Girls   9 

Total    24 

TOTAL  CENSUS  166 


EYE  AND  EAR  TESTS 
September,  1917 

Number  of  pupils  enrolled  164 

Number  found  defective  in  eyesight  6 

Number  found  defective  in  hearing  0 

Notices  sent  to  parents  and  guardians  3 
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GRADUATION  EXERCISES 
Class  of  1917 


Class  Motto 
B2 


Class  Colors 
Blue  and  Gold 

Class  Flower 
Forget-me-not 


Class  Roll 

Minnie  Althea  Andrews  Ada  Bertha  Carter 

Olive  Louise  Dingle 
Emma  Foster  Hill  Doris  Elizabeth  Perkins 

Catherine  Hay  Reid 
Margaret  Theresa  Walsh  Barbara  Woodbury 

Doris  Elliott  Woodbury 


Class  Officers 

Margaret  Theresa  Walsh,  President 

Ada  Bertha  Carter,  Vice  President 

Doris  Elliott  Woodbury,  Treasurer 

^  Emma  Foster  Hill,  Secrctayif 
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^    program  ^ 


Music 

Waverly  Orchestra 

Prayer 

Rev.  Horace  F.  Patton 

Salutatory  and  Essay — Our  Tariff  Future 

Olive  Louise  Dingle 

Chronicles  of  the  Class  of  1917 

Dosis  Elliott  Vv^'oodbury 

Conservation  of  National  Resources 

Minnie  Althea  Andrews 

Episodes  in  the  Life  of  Shubert 

Barbara  Woodbury 

Our  Oaks 

Doris  Elizabeth  Perkins 

Music 

Waverly  Orchestra 

Labor  Conditions  As  Affected  By  Strikes 

Ada  Bertha  Carter 

A  Glimpse  into  the  Future 

Margaret  Theresa  Walsh 

An  Amateur's  Struggle  in  Poetry 

Catherine  Hay  Reid 

Essay  and  Valedictory — The  Farmer  and  the  Railroad 
Ep/ima  Foster  Hill 

Music 

Waverly  Orchestra 


Presentation  of  Diplomas 

Superintendent  Harvey  R.  Williams 

Ode 

^  Class 

Will 

Minnie  Althea  Andrews 
Star  Spang-led  Banner 

Sung  By  All 

Benediction 

Rev.  Arthur  H.  Gilmore 


CLASS  ODE 

Sweet  are  the  mem'ries,  glancing  backward  through  the  years 
Dim  though  they  seem  now  through  our  parting  tears. 

For  all  thoughts  are  tender  that  we  have  of  Topsfield  High 
As  we  now,  in  reverence,  say  our  last  "Good  Bye." 

We  face  the  future  knowing  not  where  leads  the  way 
But  with  lofty  purpose  we  go  forth  this  day. 

Now  with  high  precepts  we  into  the  world  advance 

Where,  for  the  seeking,  each  one  has  a  chance. 
Though  we  reach  no  great  heights  or  fulfill  no  splendid  aim. 

Though  our  course  does  not  lead  to  the  hall  of  fame 
We  will  always  cherish,  through  v'hatever  waits  us  there 

The  goal,  wise  and  noble,  which  bids  us  "Be  Square." 

Air:"Juanita"  Catherine  H.  Rbii> 

109 


ACCOUNTS  OF  CALENDAR  YEAR  1916  AND 
BEFORE,  PAID  IN  1917,  AND  CHARGED  TO 
SCHOOL  APPROPRIATION 

W.  A.  Perkins,  labor  certificates,  1915,  1916 
D.  Appleton  &  Co.,  books 
M.  R.  Hodges,  water 
B.  P.  Edwards,  supplies 
Samuel  Conley,  labor 
Samuel  Conley,  janitor 
J.  D.  Phillips,  school  board 
T.  L.  Jenkins,  school  board  and  physician 
F.  Balch,  secretary,  etc.,  of  school  board 
W.  B.  Lyman,  teaching 
M.  T.  Harrington,  teaching 
Hazel  W.  Ruggles,  teaching 
Bessie  B.  Perkins,  teaching 
Evelyn  L.  Roads,  teaching 
Anna  B.  Coffin,  teaching 
Gladys  F.  Burnham,  teaching 
Mildred  Goodell,  teaching 
Bessie  S.  Cleaveland,  supervisor 
Paula  L.  Clough,  supervisor 
M.  B.  Bailey,  transportation 
H.  A.  Lefavour,  transportation 
F.  ¥/.  Rust,  transportation 
The  Palmer  Co.,  books 

TEACHING 

Salaries  of  Teachers 


Warren  B.  Lyman  $769.50 

Brenton  C.  Patterson  480. 

Marion  T.  Harrington  760. 

Hazel  W.  Ruggles  581. 

Bessie  B.  Perkins  664. 

Evelyn  L.  Roads  477. 

Anna  B.  Coffin  527. 

Gladys  F.  Burnham  616. 

Mildred  Goodell  541. 


$  5.00 
23.63 
18. 

1.50 
26.50 
20.40 
10. 
35. 
30. 
27. 
16. 
12. 
12.80 

9.60 
11.20 
12. 
10.40 

3.75 

3.75 
20. 

7.20 

8.00 

7.19 

$  330.92 
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$5415.50 


Teachers'  Retirement  Association  deducted  from 
teachers'  salaries 


234.50 


Total  paid  to  teachers 

Salaries  of  Supervisors 
Music,  Bessie  S.  Cieaveland 
Drawing,  Paula  L.  Clough 


$150.00 
150.00 


$5649.00 


Superintendent  of  Schools 
Harvey  R.  Williams,  salary  $340.02 
expenses  32.48 


Transportation 


Merrill  B.  Bailey 
Forrest  Rust 
Harry  A.  Lefavour 


$1000. 
400. 
396. 


$300.00 


$372.50 


Samuel  Conley,  janitor 

Fuel,  E.  B.  Woodbury  &  Co. 

Dr.  Byron  Sanborn,  school  physician 


$482. 
329.81 
10. 


$1,796. 


Graduation 

Waverly  Orchestra 

M.  S.  Kimball,  diploma  ribbon 

W.  A.  Perkins,  programs 


>  7.00 
1.65 
18.00 


$821.81 


$26.65 


Repairs 

J.  A.  McLaughlin,  new  pump,  care  of  windmill, 

water  repairs  $  39.35 

A.  F.  Killam,  tuning  and  repairing  pianos  5.50 

0.  S.  Greenwood,  repairs  on  laboratory  9.20 

Samuel  Conley,  labor  97.50 

H.  A.  Lefavour,  labor  4.50 

E.  M.  Dow,  lumber  27.44 

E.  H.  Gilford,  Jr.,  lumber  6.64 
A.  W.  Beckford  &  Co.,  shades  6.25 

F.  Dingle,  repairing  furnace  iron  1.25 
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$197.63 


Books  and  Supplies 


Houghton  Mimin  Co.  $  41.24 

H.  R.  Williams,  flags,  account  book  2.63 

Davenport  &  Brov/n  3.10 

J.  L.  Hammet  Co.  211.70 

C.  C.  Birchard  &  Co.  1.28 

Y/right  and  Potter  Printing  Co.  5.25 

B.  P.  Edv/ards,  alcohol,  etc.  2.75 

C.  P.  Poor  &  Co.  25.99 
Giun  &  Co.  36.30 
The  Palmer  Co.  1.28 
Dustbane  Mfg.  Co.  5.25 
W.  B.  Lyman,  freight,  express  2.16 
B.  C.  Patterson,  freight,  phone  1.38 
Cambridge  Botanical  Supply  Co.  24.10 
American  Book  Co.  .69 

D.  C.  Heath  &  Co.  .89 

E.  S.  Thayer  &  Co.,  floor  oil  2.50 
R.  W.  Barker,  freight  and  express  1.00 


$369.49 

1917  Bills  Unpaid 


(largely  received  after  Jan.  1,  1918) 


0.  E.  Lake,  batteries 

$  1.40 

A.  F.  Jackman,  cement  and  sand 

1.70 

Samuel  Conley,  janitor,  Xmas  recess 

10.00 

Eveljn  Roads,  pasi>e 

.60 

M.  R.  Kodges,  v.'"ater 

18.00 

A.  li.  Gilmore,  secretary,  census  taker, 

labor  certificates 

30.00 

E.  B.  Vvoodbury,  coal 

40.00 

T.  L.  Je?ikins,  school  physician 

15.00 

J.  A.  McLaughlin,  repairs 

2.50 

$119.20 

RECAPITULATION 
Receipts 


Appropriation  $9,000.00 

Special  appropriation  400.00 

Boxford  Tuitions  299.00 

State  of  Mass.  Tuitions  163.50 

J.  D.  Philips,  1916  Salary  Refund  10.00 
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$9,8f2.50 


Expenditures 


Accounts  of  1916  and  before  $  330.92 

Teachers'  salaries  5415.50 

Teachers'  Retirement  Association  234.50 

Supervisors  300.00 

Superintendent  372.50 

Transportation  1796.00 

Janitor  482.00 

Fuel  329.81 

Graduation  26.65 

Books  and  Suplies  369.49 

Repairs  197.63 

School  Physician  10.00 


Total  paid  out  in  1917  $9,865.00 
Less  old  acounts  330.92 


$9,534.08 

Add  unpaid  bills  119.20 


Actual  expense  of  schools  in  1917  $9,653.28 
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(Commanmraltl;  of  MuBButiiaBttts 
WARRANT  FOR  ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 


Essex,  s.  s. 

To  the  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Topsfield,  in  said  County: — 
GREETING: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you  are 
directed  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Topsfield  qualified 
to  vote  in  Elections  and  in  Town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the  Town  Hall, 
in  said  Topsfield,  on  Monday,  the  fourth  day  of  March,  at  9  o'clock 
in  the  forenoon,  then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles : 

FIRST — To  hear  all  reports  that  may  legally  come  before  the 
meeting,  and  act  thereon. 

SECOND — To  act  on  the  subject  of  the  revision  of  the  jury  box. 

THIRD — Shall  licenses  be  granted  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
Liquors  in  the  town  the  ensuing  year;  the  ballots  shall  be  "yes"  or 
"no." 

FOURTH — To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  their  Treasurer, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  hire  money  to  pay  demands 
against  the  town. 

FIFTH — To  raise  and  grant  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be 
necessary  to  defray  the  town  expenses  for  the  ensuing  year,  and 
make  appropriations  of  the  same. 

SIXTH — To  choose  by  ballot,  the  following  list  of  town  officers: 
Moderator;  Town  Clerk  for  two  years  (to  fill  vacancy)  ;  Selectman 
for  three  years ;  Assessor  for  three  years ;  Overseer  of  the  Poor  for 
three  years;  Town  Treasurer;  Collector  of  Taxes;  Auditor;  Road 
Commissioner  for  three  years;  Constable;  School  Committee  for 
three  years;  two  Trustees  of  the  Town  Library  for  three  years; 
Tree  Warden ;  Commissioner  of  Cemeteries  for  three  years ;  Super- 
intendent of  Burials;  Commissioner  of  Trust  Funds  for  three  years; 
four  Field  Drivers;  three  Fence  Viewers;  three  Surveyors  of  Lum- 
ber; three  Measurers  of  Wood  and  Bark;  and  Pound  Keeper.  All 
for  one  year,  except  those  specified  otherwise.  The  polls  shall  be 
opened  at  eleven  A.  M.  and  closed  at  3  P.  M. 

SEVENTH — To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  in  the  mat- 
ter of  a  proper  observance  of  Memorial  Day,  and  to  make  appropria- 
tion for  the  same. 
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EIGHTH — To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  in  the  matter 
of  adding  street  lights,  and  to  appropriate  money  for  street  lighting. 

NINTH — To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to 
be  expended  in  connection  with  an  appropriation  by  the  Mass.  High- 
way Commission  on  the  Newburyport  Turnpike. 

TENTH — To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  the  illegal  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor  in  the  town  and 
appropriate  money  therefor. 

ELEVENTH — To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate  a  sum  of 
money  for  concreting  sidewalks  and  to  pass  any  vote  or  votes  in 
relation  thereto. 

TWELFTH—  To  see  if  the  town  will  adopt  the  following 
amendment  to  Sec.  2  of  Art.  1  of  the  Town  By-Laws :  Insert  after 
the  word  "meeting"  in  the  first  line  the  words  "and  elections,"  and 
by  adding  at  the  end  thereof  the  words  "or  election,"  so  that  said 
section  will  read  as  follows: 

Section  2.    Printed  copies  of  all  warrants  for  town  meet- 
ings and  elections  shall  be  mailed  or  otherwise  delivered 
by  the  Selectmen  to  the  registered  voters  at  least  seven 
days  before  the  date  for  the  meeting  or  election. 
THIRTEENTH— To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Trustees 
of  the  Town  Library  to  receive  and  hold  in  trust,  a  legacy  of  five 
hundred  dollars,  given  under  the  will  of  William  Stearns. 

FOURTEENTH— To  see  what  compensation  the  town  will  vote 
to  pay  its  town  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  and  make  appropria- 
tion therefor. 

FIFTEENTH— To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  in  regard 
to  installing  telephone  in  the  Chief  of  the  Fire  Department's  house. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant  by  posting  attested 
copies  thereof,  one  at  the  Post-Office,  one  at  the  Town  Hall,  and  one 
at  each  of  the  Public  Meeting  Houses  in  the  said  Town,  seven  days 
at  least  before  the  time  for  holding  said  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  Warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Town  Clerk,  at  the  time  and  place  of 
meeting  as  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  nineteenth  day  of  January,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  nine  hundred  ad  eighteen, 

Andy  F.  Jackman, 
William  B.  Poor, 
Hazen  R.  Wildes, 

Selectmen  of  Topsfield. 

A  true  copy.  Attest. 

George  A.  Gerry,  Constable. 
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